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" April Meetmg )
) - When: Wednesday, April 2
. UNLIMITED Where: JR Ranch, Hudson
— . Dinner: 6:30 -
Program- ~ 8:00 “Fly Tiers”

Featu_i'ing: Dave Schubert, Scott Nordby, Tracy
:_ ’Pete}:sdn, Blll Stieger, Mike Alwin, Dennis Hook

l’rmdént’sﬂnes o

- Kjap-TU-Wish cﬁapter of Trout ‘Lln[zmzted ﬁas come a [arg way in tﬁe past three years, thanks
mainly to the efforts of Gary Horvath, whom I think Eebrgs in the same legendary category as Roger
}'azrﬁan&s ‘Kuz{os are due also to Ted Mackmiller who oversaw the cﬁapter s successﬁt[ eﬁ‘art to have
the Mounds Dam removed, SKi ip James persists in putting out the finest news letter in the state of
Wisconsin and ﬂmfy Lamberson continues to push the limits of our web site, I would like to welcome
Ellen C[ark and Brent Sittlow to the Board of Directors. Mike Alwin and Mark. Q)osta[ have both

a’ecuiet{ to 5tep a’o'am from tﬁe board, but 1' ’m sure tﬁey wuf contmue to0 lend their experrzse in chapter
affairs. :
ﬁ( The goa[s of the cﬁapter 'w:[[ continue to focus on tﬁe preserz/atwn and restaratwn of cold
treams in western Wisconsin, We need to educate the community about the effects of thermal
n, and involve citizens in mazntatmrg the fealth of their rivers. Q)evebpment will cﬁarge the
amat-u:a[[y in comug years, am{ we sﬁou[d ta&e every opportunity to mf[uence planning
01 \gmaﬁan groups, state agencies and bca[
viable as trout habitat.
‘e Eazle spent a lot of time, effort and
ormation on the current health of our
bc nz/ers Our cﬁalkrge will Be to put that mformatwn
-+ X inahistorical perspective, and’ present it in.a simple,
BLcrvisee e el {forceﬁt['zua that will win 1 tﬁe hearts and minds oftﬁe
s - public. Iam corgfufent that we will rise to the occasion, -
‘The strergtﬁ of our cﬁapter lies in the acttve parﬁczpaﬁan
and Jeptﬁ of our memﬁersﬁzp , :

| 'yi‘:Events at the Fly Shop.......,.‘v...'y" :
i1 Sprmg Trout Clinic Planned

April 1997

f Mlke Alwm w3
‘ Bulletm Board...‘.....,,...;.;;3;4,5 s

Fish and Wildlife Hearings

1 TU Water Resources Committee

Eau Galle Rush Rlver Club

Smce.re[y,
Tony Stifter, President
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Slmulcl the proposed St. Croix River bridge be
buil¢? ... An editorial by Skip Jalnesk

There is definitely a need for a new bridge in the Stillwater area over the St. Croix. The traffic on
Friday afternoons, or when Anderson Windows lets out is horrendous between the stretch of Hwy 36 and
Houlton. During these times Stillwater’s main street traffic is reduced to a crawl. :

It seems that the _congressman whose district is affected, Bill Luther, has conﬂlctmg thoughts
concerning construction of the bridge. On the one hand, he has strong ties to environmentalists within the
Democratic party who would like to see the St. Croix remain as pristine as possible, but has many powerful
political friends in Minnesota State government who would like the bridge built. He has, so far at least, not
taken a position on the legal confrontation between the Minnesota/Wisconsin Departments of Transportation,
which favor and bridge, and the United States Department of the Interior, which refuses a permit for the
bridge based on the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. The question of jurisdiction will be decided in Federal court,
but no Federal funds will be forthcoming for the proposed bridge unless Rep. Luther comes out in its favor.

Several fly fishers were discussing this issue at the Fly Shop the other day and at the time I didn't
have a strong opinion. Since then, I've been mulling the matter over in my mind.

It seems to me that the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act is a bill which promotes the ob]ectlves of Trout
Unlimited: keeping rivers undammed, clean, free of intrusive development, with healthy, unpolluted
ecosystems. Iam truly worried that if the State of Wisconsin and the State of Minnesota win a successful court
battle over jurisdiction, the effectiveness of the Wlld and Scenic Rivers Act will be cr1t1cally undermined. Iam
distrustful that state governments will take an environ: ntally respons1ble stance in the preservatlon of their
waters if they are not constrained by the federal bill. Most Western states actlvely promote and encourage
water mtensrve rmmng and agr1culture, and chafe under federal regulatlons to preserve lnstream flows and

env1ronmentally sound fasluon as possrble w1thout the matter belng taken to court It may not be exactly the
bridge that the state transportation authorities have - planned but it would certainly ease traffic congestion
and provide access to the Twin Cities for communities in western Wisconsin. - That solution would boost the
political stock of an env1ronmentally friendly congressman, upgrade the local infrastructure, and allow federal
highway monies to be used to get the project built. Best of all, it would avo1d an unwelcome legal precedent
that rmght threaten other rivers des1gnated wild and scenic. , o S :
If you're mclmed to agree with me, please send a letter to:

Rep. Bill Luther

1811 ‘Weir Drive Suite 150

Woodbury, MN 55125

| Some exelt]ng events are planned at Bob
lelltehell’s Flyslmp....

Free Casting Tuneups with Bill Hinton
_ Saturdays at 10:30, Apr.5 and 26 :
-Women’s Only Classes: Ellen Clark and Karen James, instructors.
Beginning fly fishing, May 3, May 31 $25. (call to SIgn up)
. Intermediate fly fishing June 14 and16 $25 (call to sign up)
" Fly Flshmg for Trout (in cooperation with the Science Museum)
instruction, plus full day on Whitewater River.
April 16, May 8. Call 221-4513 to register. $85.
Weekend Fly Fishing: School at Wolf erge on the North Shore
May 2325 Call lodging and meals )
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River Falls Fishing Clinic to be held May 17...

In what we hope will become an annual event, the chapter’s
Education Committee will host the third Fly Fishing For Trout Clinic in
Glen Park, River Falls on Saturday, May 17, from 1- -9pm. The Committee
members will even provide supper for all participants. The students will
learn the dynamics of fly casting, knots, basic entomology, and fishing
skills such as fly selection and stream strategy. The evening will be spent
fishing for rising trout on the Kinni under the tutelage of our instructors.

There are two ways in which chapter members can become
involved in this project. First, consider being a tutor during the clinic.
People who have volunteered in the past will tell you it was not only a
lot of fun but a highly rewardmg experience to help initiate newcomers
.~ into our wonderful sport. Second, we hope some of you will donate flies.
A dozen or two of your handcrafted creations will make a nice gift and
will help keep the chapter’s costs down. The Kiap-TU-Wish Education
Committee has two goals: to educate the commumty and to involve the
membership. The Trout Clinic does both. To volunteer as an instructor, or
to donate flies, call Mike Alwm at the fly shop: 612—770-5854

The Seeond Annlml

“Anglel' Concert™
- Sunday, April 20, 3pm
_Phipps Center
- “Admission: $5(kids), $8
Fishworks ‘97
March 29th cancelled

will lead Membershlp
Comrruttee

to get lunker structures
. at the Rocky Branch
“bend. I

(13”) color 1 2 Tlle Eau G le Rush River
’ Dan Brusk1 is des1gnmg a mobile d1splay _ Sp(n'tsmans ub... 'Will be having its
sys m\for the Kiap-TU-Wish Education Committee § o

6 e m schools and civic meetmgs A computer

22nd annual fund raiser M y 3rd at the Ellsworth
Rod & Gun Club. Raffle tickets ($1 each) for cash
prizes and - the handcrafted canoe hanging in
Lunds hardware are avallable at the store, also
fromTony Stifter o  James. “Hot food and
beverages will be : ble all day. “This club,
like Kiap- -TU-Wish, is cc litted to preserving
- trout streams Help them out 1f you can.

‘ dlsplay It’s OK if 1t doesn t function
’vper ctly, he'll tinker with it until it is le
have either.of these items and would like t donate '
to the chapter, call Dan at 612-436-7845 or 715-549-
6237 o ,
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Klap-TU-Wlsll Bulletm Board

| Attend tlle Sprmg Flsh and Wll(lllfe Rules llearmgs, Aprll 14

There are two issues of interest to area trout anglers on this spring’s Fish and Wildlife Rules Hearings
agmda The first question is a local fisheries rule change that involves special trout regulations on the Brule
River in Douglas County. Do you favor establishing these special trout fishing regulations on the Bois Brule
River between County Hwy. S and County Hwy. B? The Brule River contains a mix of migratory-and resident
salmonoid populations. The portion of the river between County Hwy S and County Hwy B contains a large

_proportion of the resident trout and also sustains some of the highest angler use of any river stretch in northern
‘Wisconsin. The state is proposing artificial lures only, daily bag limit of 3 trout, and minimum size limits of 10”
for brook trout, 26” for rainbow trout, 15” for brown trout and 12” for salmon in this section of river: The proposed
regulation eliminates live bait use to reduce incidental mortality. The proposed size and bag limits will
promote trout spawning at least once before harvest and w1ll 1mprove the quahty of the flshmg in thls section
of river.
’ The second quesnon isa Conservahon Congress advrsory queshon mvolv1ng coaster brook trout. Would
‘you be in favor of the WDNR in: cooperation with other jurisdictional agencies and interested orgamzatlons,
developmg a restoration plan for anadromous coaster brook trout i in Lake Superior w1th the criteria for success
based on restoring a wild populatlon of spawning fish and a return to the creel taking a secondary importance,
with the protective harvest regulahon change of a darly bag limit of one (1) fish over 22” on e Superior and
for the anadromous streams to Lake Supenor a daily bag limit of five (5) brook trout over 8” w1th only one fish
over 22” and all brook trout between 12”7 and 22" being released with the season dates remaining unchanged?
Due to over harvest by anglers and the loss of critical habitat, coaster brook trout populations in Wisconsin
waters of Lake Superlor were in serious decline by the early 1900’s and virtually wiped out by the 1940’s.
While the State of Wisconsin has made attempts to restore the f1shery through stocking, several key elements
- were missing, ‘one being a means of protecting the fish from over- explortatlon by anglers. Currently, the WDNR | -~
1 has no.long term plan for. restoration of this’ populatlon of ‘brook trout nor have they formulated any new { °
' regulatlons to protect what those that remain.

: ,ﬁto attend the Flsh and W1ld11fe Rules Hearlng
14 at 7:00 p.m. at the follow1ng locatrons

Hlllcrest Elementary Sc

' Pepm County Pepln County Government ent
~ Polk County Government Center Balsam ake

State TU Water Resom-ees Commlttee Cllall-man ealls; Em-
vollmteers mterested m protectmg trout streams...

: Gary Horvath Chalrman of The Water Resources Comm1ttee of W1scons1n TU, is recruiting -
new members whose ideas will have an impact in defining the committee's role within the State Council.
Individuals interested in protecting and enhancing water quality are needed. Some of the issues before
the committee are: point and nonpoint pollut10n aquaculture, cranberries and other agricultural impacts,
development pressures, land use, mining etc. The River Restoration sub- commitiee (Kiap-TU-Wish
| cuphemism for dam removal) chaired by Kevin Cooley will contmue to report to the Water Resources

- Committee Chairman. The committee will only be successfu e el h 111ng members to |~
tackle the threats facing our rivers and streams. If you are interested in volunte contact Gary |
WI 54022

Horvath at 7 15 425- _489 or wnte to h1m at 623 W Pine Street Rlver Fm»:lls,
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Conditions Ripe for
Montana Floods...

New lmtlty to
Coordinate (Dpposnmn
to Crandon Mine...

There are nearly four dozen different
environmental and conservation groups across
Wisconsin workmg to stop the Crandon Mine
from opening a sulfide rock operation in the
headwaters of the Wolf River. A new
organization has been formed to hire a
qualified person to coordinate the efforts of

from Bob and Jean l\litc]lel]

In a letter to Ted Mackmiller, Bob Mitchell
asks for our prayers that the snowpack in the Rockies
doesn’t all melt at once. Already 65% over normal in
February, the Spring thaw threatens to cause
flooding in rivers from Idaho to New Mexico. Bob
these groups into a unified force. Of course that cautions all Kiap-TU-Wish members who may be
will cost money. Any and all contributions will planning a fishing trip to the golden west to check
be gratefully accepted. For further information | I with a local outfitter before making the drive, or
and progress reports, call Jim Wise at 715- 453- | | they may find that Interstate 90 is under water or
5015 Send checks to: 1 1 their favorite trout stream is a raging torrent. Isn’t it
’ o wonderful that our chapter has a spy in Belgrade,
Montana? The best to Bob and ]ean from all thelr
friends back home.

; Northwoods ‘Alliance Inc.

ah: wk WI 54487

 The Kinni at the Fishworks Site g Fish Manager see
g E e ; : T Marty Engel in Full
Battle Gear.
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1 l\lul es provule the bulk (?) of early season aotlon...

¢ Anglers venturmg out for the first time durmg the first two weeks of March have had lots of dry fly action in
the middle of the day on black midge imitations, both individual midge ties and midge clusters. One fly fisher
reported seeing as many as eight to ten trout per square yard rising vertically to midges on the Rush River
during the noontime hatch. Other anglers have done well on the Kinni with shrimp imitations and small
nymphs, fished deep. Most of the action seems to be occuring at the warmest time of the day, but as of yet, no one
has seen any Baetis mayflies. A weighted #18 Pheasant Tail nymph fished deep on a fine. tlppet provnded a
rich harvest for one Wisconsin chapter member. He caught and released eleven trout from one pool. Some took
his fly within six feet of his waders. That kind of experience allows one to forget how long and hard this

- Winter has been. I've received no reports about the Willow River yet, although several members let me know
they were planning to fish among the new lunker structures on the lower part of the Race Branch. One person
‘reported midges hatching on the Burkhardt stretch, although there were no trout rising. I would think a
Brassie or other midge larval imitation could tempt a trout or two on that water. Dean Hanson brought a Baetis
‘adult to the flyshop the other day He said he collected it from Valley Creek in Afton. It shouldn’t be too long
before there are tmy dark duns in the weedier sections of the Kinni and Rush, and perhaps a small dark wetfly
fished on the swmg will do the trick, or perhaps Mike Alwin’s Baetls Emerger pattern (see Pebruary RipRap ).
I personally saw rising fish in the Fishworks ‘95 stretch of the upper Kinni on March 2. T wished I had brought
-along my fly rod. Please call Andy Lamberson with any stream reports that you have. He will mclude them on
our internet web31te Hls phone number is 715-386-7568

'Sklp s'Loose Tln'eads... S

’ The first Mayfly expected to appear thlS Sprmg
is- Baetls ' __mmonly known as the Blue nged Ohve,

£,

Baetis spinr
bubble of

\ ader leg to lay their eggs
24 glued to the substrate After;

or crawl out 0

1 \ ther species, this mayfly‘ _
prov1des lots of 1 reasons sh an unweighted wet fly or -
emerger imitation w1th on lmltatlng its sw1mm1ng"
behavior, during both hatch and spinner fall. - For every
Baetis spinner taken on the surface, there are many more
that become trout food in midwater. One of the least
effective imitations for Baetis is the dead drifted
nymph During a hatch, try fishing a ‘small Leadwing
Coachman or soft hackle on the swing with twitches to
rlsers in shallow water... .~and hang on!




;%‘ee[ that 1f a book Eegms by

R]f“ f - me how to mount the fook.
Alecee A Review mtﬁeme, it won’t be long enough
011ve1' Edwards Flytyers Masterc]ass to teuﬁ me ‘my tiimg I don’t

already know.”

“It’s the best fly tying ﬁoo( I've
reaz[ in years"

Merlin and Unwin, Hong Kong, 1996
al_s,o ~Stoeg_er Press, Wayne NJ, 1996
(245pp. $19.95, soft cover 8 1/2 x 11)

S@p James

Where does a fly tier’s 1nsp1ratlon come from? Certainly from the observatlon of trout food, the behavior
of fish, and the subtle suggestions gleaned from handlmg materials and hooks. But for me who learned to tie from
* books, the experiments of other tiers lucidly set forth in print has spurred the most creative thoughts I've had
concerning the structure and function of trout flies. And xt s been a long time since I've been challenged to think about
flies in new ways by a fly tying book. :

Gary Lafontaine’s concept of a “trigger”’ mechanxsm that draws the trout to the fly was not a completely
or1gma1 concept when he wrote about it in Caddisflies and The Dry Fly. Gary Borger mentioned somethmg similar
in Naturals, Roman Moser’s “critical factor’ is the same, and Ray Bergman, who didn’t believe in imitation,
conceded that there was something about the combination of peacock herl and red floss in the Royal Coachman
that tr1g red’ the fish to strike. Leonard Atherton’s concept of color breakup, creating a “semblance of life” is
related to tngger theory I'm sure there are many others whose names don’t come 1mmed1ately to mind, but the
’ ' ',s‘Br1t1sh fly t1er Ohver Edwards

s'classes, and writes a. regular ‘column’ about fly tymg in three d1fferent Enghsh :
keeps in touch with- European fly tiers, and his book has pattetns inspired by friends from Austria,
€ ic, and Belgium. He is not only a superb tier, but a tournament fly fisher as well, competing with
the: BrltlSh am in the World Fly Fishing Championships. He is a member of FFF, and has been influenced by
many Am 1ers, most notably Dave WhlthCl( Poul ]orgenson Gary Lafontaine and Darrel Martin. This is his

ta book’ TI've long since g1ven up read1ng basrc fly tymg books. I feel that if a. book begms by
 mount the hook in the vise, it won’t be lo
s is not a begmners book. Although i

n is the means to teach novel uses of mate ials, tec
s the creativity to see the connections. The es are ]ust as relevant to America as they are to the
ymphs, scuds, terrestrials, Caddis larva.and pupa, Stoneflies. The illustrative drawings, by
If, are the most precise and beautiful that e ever seen in a fly tying book. The detail ‘drawings.
that the hackle stems and fibers, the tymg hread itself are’as thick-as a-man’s arm. . The -
of the finished flies, by Peter Gathercole, are also beautiful, but one wonders how the: backgrounds'
-In many cases, they do not provide: enough contrast with thefly. -

wat did I learn from this book?... how to make convincing Caddis wing buds from wass Straw and{
NO new materials not commonly available in the US. I will use Flexibody material on nymphs.-from :
d many new uses and techniques for closed cell foam. I learned a new way to make jointed legs on
1d Beetles and novel techniques for producmg thoraxes on Mayfly nymphs and adults. I found out how
ke dt bbmg from chopped deer hair, and how to properly use a dubbing whirl. T ‘will experiment with hackle.
' flbers h ld in a dubbing loop One of the patterns is the Klinkhamer Special, a parachute emerger tied on a curved
hook with a poly yarn wing, designed so that the abdomen is submerged and the wing supports the fly. It's
’ g to see that Mon. Klmkhamer developed this pattern mdependently I have been experimenting with_
es for the past three: years, as in the Brush Cut Midge. I tie most of my dries on curved hooks with a poly
] d‘ parachute hackle. Al of that on only the first readmg of the book! - :

_ U are an experrenced fly tier, don’t miss this book. It will stimula
o and yourown imitations will be more convmcmg after you assurulate some 0

'best fly ty g book I've read in years! :

your 1mag1natlon and creativity,
iver Edwards technlques It’s the
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TROUT UNLIMITED
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HUDSON, WI 54016
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KIAP-TU-WISH OFFICERS:

President: Tony Stifter 715-549-5708
Vice President: Ross Nelson =~ 715-386-9752
Treasurer: Chuck Goossen 715-386-5137
Secretary: Richard Lindholm  715-386-5394

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Ellen Clark 612-426-0147 !
Chuck Goossen 715-386-5137
Skip James ‘ 612-436-1565 '
Kent Johnson 715-386-5299 |
Andy Lamberson 715-386-7568
Brent Sittlow 715-386-0820
R]P-RAP EDITOR DEADLINES
ok James Now on the Internet at:
6323 - St -Mary’s _Drive- MAY 4/15 on the Intemet a
Lakeland MN" 55043 http Ilwww spacestar comlusers/lambcomlklap html

612 436- 1565

e Visu‘ our expnnded and enlmnced wellsme

‘Report 0’[’ the

,,__ual‘ Busmess Meetmg,...
Twenty four people attended the Annual Busmess Meetmg at the JR Ranch on March 5th. After sharing
a good meal and fellowshrp around a large table, the meeting was called to order by outgoing President Gary
Horvath. Jon Jacobs offered an amendment to the Kiap-TU-Wish bylaws (see p. 4, March RrpRap for complete
text ) which passed on a voice vote after some discussion. As a result of the bylaw change, there will be two
additional board members serving two year terms, elected in even numbered years, one from Minnesota and one
from Wisconsin. Nommatrons for these posrtlons will be from the floor at a regular meeting of the chapter. If
there are no nominees, the positions will remain vacant. The first election of board members under the new plan
will take place in 1998. In other business, Brent Sittlow and Ellen Clark were elected to the Board to serve
three year terms, Chuck Goossen gave a detailed report on the financial condition of the chapter, and

reiterated the need to raise funds, since scheduled projects will require almost all the cash on hand. He said
that gifts in any amount would be gratefully accepted; and are, of course, tax.deductible. Actually, any gifts

made to Kiap-TU-Wish before April 15 are deductible on 1996 federal taxes. “After the financial report--Gary -} .

Horvath spoke of the conservation issues facing Kiap-TU-Wish in the next few years, the need to monitor
development, the threat of ground water pollution from mining and agriculture, and the need to revitalize the
state Trout Unlimited organization. At its March 16th meeting, the Board of Directors elected Tony Sifter,
President; Ross Nelson, Vice President; Chuck Goossen, Treasure, and Richard Lindholm, Secretary. At latest

count, Kiap-TU-Wish had 168 dues paying members, about three quarters of the membershlp come from
Wisconsin: v ] v

We all owe a big debt of thanks to: Gary Horvath for dedlcatlon and superlor :
accompllshment during his term as I:res;' ent. His continuing l&glvement\«; h TU will’

include the chalrmanshlp of the Water JR¢
as well as local issues 1nvolvmg waterqu a






