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TROUT 

Annual Holiday Banquet [ 	 I 
when: 	 Wednesday, Dec. 4 
Where: 	 JR Ranch, Hudson 
Social Hour: 	6:30 pm 
Dinner: 	 7:30 pm 
"Kodiak Island Flora and Fauna" 

Encounters with huge trout and bears 
by Midwest Fly Fishing's Tom Helgeson 

UNLIMITED 

 

orsi‘ent,s Afil a Lines: 	

..,‘W.4„,„„_cleciv3thlen thatt'usg'''''afted:_r°1":60,t_ tiljorado,itueg't a' an 1- I- 'mzulegaallwateit- 
eue,r, 

the vt 	
- . 

time, 	

e/xf 	
- 

dcn „ 	

gjou,ae ce,it 	

ue 

ate tfie 
 that have 	

" 	

6E44 , 
cold 

Prtritlivied
,eitditifie

tent iwt 
--rettiiie/tte. 

p/geovate .gitsfiem
erifiat ece 

eff-w‘6'fitelic--,‘Ar-gul- 	
thie6:1 60unt  

	

,e0411-e 	

filte4t 	
- and 	

and 	
afloat 	

0 

dealt 	
comet 	

— oft 	

aet 

co, 
PIL44,4 a filleal 
	

atitti-oa 	

foil 	

vew:f. 

	

, 	
eet'd, 	

to,  au 	and  
il, 

	Iiendo 

r ,taided 	
nait 	

to 
fict4'–'7" d 
	

Ateiviti 

accionz,__ 
	

the 
eainnii_uutli 	e t 
	

in the 
COMIng: 

de 	

cautinue 	
, 	

atwie 

geaPP*
1)1_,111i6A- saaP--5: (4' 

Table of Contents•..••. 

President's Lines 
Gary Horvath 	 

FishWorks, '97 
Mike Alwin.................2 

Chapter Needs Volunteers 

Road Salt Dangerous? 
Skip James...................3 

Skip's Loose Threads 
Skip James..... 

Rif Raf 
Ken Olson..................4-5 

Letters to the Editor 
Roger Fairbanks...........6 

(Entomology 101' in January issue ) 

1 



Kiap-TU-Wish needs volunteers for 
two very important positions: 

Program Chair 
This person will set up an adjunct committee to 
generate prograin ideas for chapter meefings at 
the start of each year. The Chair will 
_coordinale the chosen programs, confirm dates 
and h'ariale'Cletails with the presenters and 	-- 
be responsible for getting publicity about 
upcoming programs to the Rip Rap Editor. 

Stream Improvement Co-Chair, Minnesota 
The Minnesota Co-Chair will work closely 
with DNR Fish Manager, MartY Engel, and the w  

iscnnsin Co-Chair, Mark postal, to define 
project areas and parameters and set work 
dates. In addition, the Minnesota Co- Chair 
wmill establish and maintain the list of 

esota stream volunteers, call them prior to 
each work date, and report the names of the 
workers  and results of each work date to the 
RipRap Editor. 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

DO YOU HAVE: 

ANSWERING MACHINE: 0 CHAIN SAW: 

PHONE 

HAND LOPPER 
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Stream Improvement 
Gearing Up. Mysterious 
location of this year's 
prolect to be revealed at 
January meeting! 

The Chapter is in the process of redeveloping our 
worker list for FISHWORKS '97. This project consists of 
cutting brush and alder within twenty or thirty feet of the 
stream bank; felling, delimbing and stacking offending 
trees within the stream corridor; hauling and burning brush; 
and removing predetermined log jams from the stream. You 
don't have to be Charles Atlas or a brain surgeon , but it's 
fun and inspiring to actually help the stream, and the 
camaraderie of your fellow workers is 'icing on the cake.' 
Details of the project will be announced at the January 
meeting. It's location may surprise you. If you are 
motivated to be a Kiap-TU-Wish FISHWORKER in '97, 
please fill in the form at the bottom of the page and 
deliver it to a chapter board member or officer at the next 
opportunity, or mail it to Bob Mitchell's Fly Shop, 3394 
Lake Elmo Ave No., Lake Elmo, MN 55042. 

Interested parties should contact Gary Horvath at 

Important 

612-296-1535 as soon as possible. 
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Gathering information 
about road salt.... 

i Once again, n Minnesota and Wisconsin, the season 
for applying road salt has arrived. I've always thought 
that here is an area of environmental stewardship that TU 
could and should be involved with. My concerns are these: 

1. Spring runoff from salted roads and bridges carries 
highly acidic water directly into rivers and lakes. 

. Many highways parallel trout streams and other rivers. 

3. Most of the residual salt and sand is not recycled, but 
pushed into drain i i i i s or left n ples n dtches. .  

Last Spring, on a beautiful day in late April, I 
made a trip to Hay Creek. As I was entering Redwing, 
Minnesota on Highway 61, I watched state road crews 
sweep load after load of salt and sand into storm drains in 
the median of the four lane highway. Those storm drains 
empty directly into a marshy backwater of the Mississippi 

. 

River. 
I have read somewhere that salt is effective in 

blocking ice formation only in a narrow band of 
temperatures from aPPro .ximately 20  degrees to freezing-  If 
this is so is iht e fcost effective to spread the salt so liberally, 
considering act that most of our Winter days are far 
colder than that? Last Winter, there were five days in 
which there was some form of precipitation and the 
temperature was between 20 and 32 degrees! 

Have other environmental groups like Pheasants 
Forever or Ducks Unlimited ever studied the effects on 
nesting birds of salt buildup in roadside ditches? Does the 
decline in Minnesota pheasant population correlate with 
road salt usage? Are there any studies? 

Are there any alternatives to salt that might be 
less toxic, and maybe less expensive? Where does the 
salt/sand mixture come from, how much of it is used each 
year, and how much does it cost? From whom does the state 
buy it? 

I've always wondered whether the auto 
body/collision industry lobbies for the use of road salt. Just 
think of the money people could save if their cars didn't 
rust out in four or five years! Ostensibly, salt is put on roads 
to prevent auto accidents and to save lives Are there 
controlled studies to prove that its use is effective in 
accomplishing the stated goals? 

Is the Minnesota or Wisconsin Pollution Control 
Agency aware of the damage done to wildlife, 
groundwater, and plants by the Department of 
Transportation's use of road salt? 
Please send information about road 
salt usage to RipRap EditorOd1M00111 

Skip's Loose Threads.0... 
Literally! 

I want to talk about clothes for trout fishing, 
and some personal observations about my 'threads.' I 
want my fishing clothes loose, comfortable, dry, and 
capable of protecting me from insects, brush, and the 
sun. Starting at the top, I wear a felt hat with a wide 
brim that protects the back of my neck from sunburn, 
shades my eyes, keeps the rain off, and deflects the 
occasional errant cast that might sink a hook in my ear. 
It's only disadvantage is that it smells like a dirty dog 
when it gets wet. The color is indescribable, it used to 
be dark brown, but it's so sun bleached that it's the color 
of cardboard. 

My shirt is almost always long sleeved cotton. 
Long sleeved, so I don't get too sunburned on my 
forearms, even though I can roll the sleeves up for 
coolness. Cotton, because it's the most comfortable 
fabric there is next to your skin, and I rarely wear an 
undershirt. There are a lot of shirts on the market with 
vented underarms, tons of pockets, made of space age 
materials. I'll take a basic, cotton shirt in tan or 
khaki. Cheap shirts have short tails that keep coming 
out of your pants. Make sure there's plenty of room in 
the shoulders. 

Cotton pants worn under waders will be clammy 
and eventually cold because they soak up moisture. 
Even if there are no holes in your waders, you will get 
wet from perspiration. Jeans for wet wading, or under 
neoprenes are an abomination. Better to buy polyester/ 
cotton blend slacks, like Dickies or Sears Best 
Workpants, since they are non absorptive. When you 
remove your waders your trousers will dry almost 
instantly. The fabric is much stronger than pure cotton, 
and the pockets are deeper. These pants are also meant 
to be worn around the waist instead of the hips, and as 
a resu t allow greater comfort and freedom of 
movement. 

Always carry a fresh pair of cotton socks to put 
on after the fishing is done, and a handkerchief in your 
pocket or neckerchief around your neck. 
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Rif Raf 
bY Ken Olson 

On Sunday night, I 
dropped off three woiufeil, 
delicate, new& restored 51eddon 
.gpris off at Skip's house. 51e 
was in a hurry, practicing, ail 
dressed up for a concert. Baxter 
was glad to see me. skip askfe 
me to write a piece about 
Christmas. When I asked him 
how fon g I had, he said: 6.five 
days.° Five days to write 
something publishable about 

about, or 
rtither  rn° 	

write 
ui 

  
. i Ardis died last year. She was in her eighties. She had come to fill an empty space n my 

life: a space left empty when my mother and fa ther died, only a few mont!ls apart about ten 
years ago. Ardis and I became friends and Ardis became important to my wife and me. 

Ardis wasn't able to get around very well the last couple years of her life. I offered to 

p 	
and bring her groceries. I took Toby, her little dog, to be groomed. Every month or

eiitt uP  erI, or my wife and I, would take Ardis to breakfast or to dinner- When Ernie of Ernie 
 so 

 s 

a  
Log C bin Bar died, Ardis and I attended the service and the funeral. Ernie was over ninety 
years old. Ernie too, had filled a special place in my life. Someday, I now realize, I will have 
to write some of my "Ernie" stories, as I do have a few. 

Christmas was a special time for Ardis. She had grandchildren and great grandchildren 
and she had a strong faith and strong Christian values, and she was always ready to share 
these with others. She hosted a prayer meeting at her house. 

She lived right across the road from the Rush River. At night, at the cabin, you could 
hear the river as it made a sharp turn and a quick drop. The hole across from her house was 
aptly named "the breakfast hole." One could always count on a trout or two for a meal if the 
urge became unbearable. 

CniStinalS 
Walki 

kliew  what 
I WOurd write 
-o out to mY 

car, I 	
f Ha  

The chapter's annual holiday affair is one that 
you definitely do not want to miss. There will be fine food 
and drink, the traditional silent auction and a captivating 
Presentation about Kodiak Islandanhditisarfl)orbaand fauna 
(steelhead and huge bears in p arcu  y Midwest 
Flyfishing publisher Tom Helgeson. 

The JR Ranch has graciously extended their 
deadline for a final dinner count to Wednesday, November 
27th. However, this date is absolute! If you have not yet 
made your reservations, please call Mike Alwin at Bob 
Mitchell's Fly Shop (612-770-5854) or Jon Jacobs (612-930- 
8245 or 715-386-7822) as soon as possible to do so. 

The last few Years, my wife  and botight a christmas gift for Ardis and we always 
looked forward to delivering it, spending a couple hours with her in her warm, friendly 
house. I would stand by the front window, looking out over the rlyer, wishing I  co;uld fish 
again. Wondering what the year would bring, knowing that Ardis probably didn t have a -- 
great deal of time remaining. Not many Christmas celebrations lef  
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Christmas, El Paso, and Ardis Barg 
by Ken Olson 

Snow, cold and deep, holds the banks of the Rush River this Christmas 
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KIAP-TU-WISH OFFICERS: 

President: Gary Horvath 
Vice President: Tony Stifter 
Treasurer: Ch tick Goossen 
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715-386-5394
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612-436sl565
715-386-5299
715-386-7568

Skip James 
1632.3. St. Mary's Drive
Lakeland, MN 55043 
612�436-1565 

DEADLINES 

JAN 12/15 
FEB 1/15 
MAR 2/15 

Now on the Internet at: 

http:l/www.space'star.com/uuers/lambcom/kiap.html 

Letters to tlte Etlitor 

Oear Skip, 
You.'te doi�g a great job as RipRap editor. 

Enjoyed yow vV:illo'W: :Ri.ver History . .  ']:here is 011e item in 
the article. that shottld be clarified .. ']:hat is in regard to
the statement Oh theNoras 011 page 3. Anton Rude was hot 
Fred Nord's grandson. He was the ltusbi;lrid of fyla,rie 
Nord, the daughter of Fred Nord, and at 90 years yoimg 
sttll resides at the Nord family farm home o.Il the 
Willow Race. Her hush.and, Anton Rude,<died over 20 
years ago. 

Just last year Marie sold, with the approval of 
the Nord family, the Nord. farm Jo th,.e State of 
Wisconsin as an addition to the Willow Rfver State 
Park, rather than to devefopers. Had it been. sold to 
developers both bra11ches of the river would h\ve been 
lost to trout fishermen. 

l'ITl enclosing a photo of the plaque that was 
dedicated to the Nord family in. 1979 by Kiap-TU-Wish, 
Minnesota TU and other local fishing groups ...... . 

Good fishing, 

Roget Fairbanks 




