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Rip Rap pg. 2

Stream lmprovement
Gearmo' Up. Mysterious
locatmn of this year’ ;
progect to be revealed at
J January meetmg’

o The Chapter is in the process of redevelopmg our
worker list for FISHWORKS “97. This project consists of
cutting brush and alder within twenty or thirty feet' of the
stream bank; felling, dehmbmg and stacking offending
trees within the stream corridor; haulmg and burning brush;
and removing predetermined log j jams from the stream. You
don’t have to be Charles Atlas or a brain surgeon , but it’s
fun and inspiring to actually help the stream, and the
camaraderie of your fellow workers is ‘icing on the cake.’
Details of the project will be announced at the ]anuary
meeting. It's location. may surprise you. If you are
motivated to be a Kiap-TU-Wish FISHWORKER in ‘97,

please fill in the form at the bottom of the page and,
deliver it to a chapter board member or officer at the next
opportunity, or mail it to Bob. Mitchell’s Fly Shop, 3394’;

Lake Elmo Ave No Lake Elmo MN 55042

FISHW ORKS ‘97

NAME

Chapter Seeks lmportant

‘ llelp

Kiap-‘T‘U—-rWish needs volunteers for
two very important positions:

Program Chalr o :
This person w111 set up an ad]unct comnuttee to
generate program ideas for chapter meetings at
the start of ach year. . The Chair w1ll

- be responslble for getting pub11c1ty about B
; upcommg programs to the R1p Rap Editor.

' Stream Improvement Co-Chalr, Mlnnesota

_ The Minnesota Co-Chair will work closely
“with DNR Fish Manager, Marty Engel and the -
Wisconsin Co-Chair, Mark Dostal, to define
project areas and parameters and set work
dates. In addition, the Minnesota Co- Chair
will establlsh and maintain the list of

: Mlnnesota stream volunteers, call them prior to

ADDRESS

ANSWERING MACHINE: [ cHAINSaw: [1 HANDLOPPER: [




>(ﬁathermc‘ mformatmn
about road salt...

Once again, in Minnesota and Wlsconsm, the season
for applymg road salt has arrived. I've always thought
that here is an area of environmental stewardship that TU
could and should be involved wuh My concerns are these

1 Spring runoff from salted roads and brldges carries
highly acidic water- dlrectly mto rivers and  lakes.

2. Many highways parallel trout streams and other rivers.

3, Most of the residual salt and sand is ot recycled but
pushed into drains or left in plles in d1tches

Last Sprlng, on a beautiful day in late Apr11 1
made a trip to Hay Creek. -As I was entering Redwmg,
Minnesota on Highway 61, 1 watched state road crews
sweep load after load of salt and sand into storm drains in
the median of the four lane highway. Those storm drains
empty . d1rectly into a marshy backwater of the MlSSlSSlppl
River.

.. I have read somewhere that salt,ls effectlve in
blockmg ice formation only in 4 narrow band of

temperatures, from approx1mately 20 degtees to freezing. If
this is so, is it cost effective to spread the salt so liberally,

considering the fact that most of our Winter days are far

colder: than that7 Last W1nter, there were five days in
‘which there was some form of prec1p1tat1on and the

temperature was between 20 and 32 degrees!

1t bulldup in roadside ditches? Does the
¢ Sota pheasant populatlon correlate vvlth
road salt u - Are there any studies?

“Are there any alternatives to salt that might be
. less toxic; and maybe less expensive?  Where does the
~salt/sand mixture come from, how much of it is used each

year, ¢ and how much does it cost? From whom does the state :

buy it?

-~ T've always wondered whether the auto
body/collision industry lobbies for the use of road salt Just
think of the money people could save if their cars didn't
rust out in four or five years! Ostensibly, salt is put on roads
~ to prevent auto accidents and to save lives. Are there

controlled studies to prove that its use is effective in-

accomphshmg the stated goals7

. Is the anesota or. Wlsconsm Pollution Control
Age cy aware of the damage done to W1ld11fe,
/ groundwater, "and plants by the Department of
Transportation’s use of road salt?

Please send mformatlon"ahout road
salt usage to Rlpllap Edltor.,....

: coolness

: ‘ther environmental groups like Pheasants '
s Unlimited ever studied the effects on -

| :Sklp S Loose Threads.....

thera]ly'

1 want to talk about clothes for trout fishing,
and some personal observations about my ‘threads.” I
want my fishing clothes loose, comfortable, dry, and
capable of protecting me from insects, brush, and the
sun.. Startmg at the top, I wear a felt hat with a wide
brim that protects the back of my neck from sunburn,
shades my eyes, keeps the rain off, and deflects the
occasional errant cast that m1ght sink a hook in my ear.
It's only dlsadvantage is that it smells like a dirty dog
when it gets wet. The color is indescribable, it used to
be dark brown; but it's s0 sun bleached that it’s the color
of cardboard.

. My sh1rt is-almost always long sleeved cotton.
Long sleeved, so I don’t get too sunburned on my
forearms, even though I can roll the sleeves up for
“Cotton, because it’s the most comfortable
fabric there is next to your skin, and I rarely wear an

- undershirt. There are alot of shirts on the market with
~vented underarms, tons of pockets made of space age
’materlals

T take a ba31c, cotton shlrt in tan or
khaki. Cheap shirts have short tails that keep coming
out of your. pants & 'ake sure there’s plenty of room in
the ‘shoulders: :

Cotton pants worn under waders will be clammy
and eventually cold because they soak up moisture.

~ Even if there are no holes in your waders, you will get
- wet from perspiration. Jeans for wet wadlng, or under
- neoprenes are an abomination: Better to buy polyester/
cotton blend slacks,
'Workpants, since they are non absorptlve When you
~ remove your waders your trousers will dry almost
~instantly. The fabric is much stronger than pure cotton,

11ke D1ck1es or Sears Best

and the pockets are deeper. ‘These pants are also meant

. 'to be worn around the waist instead of the hips, and as
‘a result allow greater comfort and freedom of
: movement

Always carry a fresh pa1r “of cotton socks to put

, }on after the fishing is done, and a handkerchief in your

pocket or neckerchief around your neck.
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Rif Raf
by Ken Olson

On Sund’ay mgﬁt,
dropped off three wondevfu[
delicate, newly restored Heddon

Rods off at Skip’s house. He
‘was in a hurry, practu:trg, a[[ 1

izfressez{upforaco ce

was glad to see me. 5 p askez[

‘me to write a pzece about

Christmas. When I asked him

how long I had, he said: “five

Klap-TU-Wlsh llo]nlay
Banquet Rapully :
Appmache_s! :

The chapter s annual holiday affair is one that

you deﬁmtely do not want to miss. There will be fine food

and drink, the traditional silent auchon and a captivating

- presentation about: Kodiak Island and its flora and fauna

(steelhead and huge bears ‘in :particular) by Midwest
Flyfishing publisher Tom Helgeson :

- . “The JR: Ranch has grac1ously extended thelr
deadline for a final dinner count to Wednesday, November

- 27th. However, this date is absolute! 'If you have not yet

made your reservations, please call Mike Alwin at Bob
Mitchell’s Fly Shop (612-770-5854) or Jon Jacobs (612-930-

8245 or 715-386—7822) as soon as poss1ble to do so.

' ‘d’ays, _‘ﬁz}e d’ays tg wnte _'Make lloservatlons by November27th. o

| "sometﬁng puﬁ[wﬁaﬁ[e aﬁoutd_ ’

Ard1s died last year She was in her elghtles She had come e to f1ll an empty space in my

'l1fe a space left empty when my mother and father died, only a few months apart about ten
- years ago. Ard1s and I became friends and Ardis became important to my wife and me.

Ardls wasn't able to get around very well the last couple years of her life. I offered to
pick up and br1ng her groceries. 1 took Toby, her little dog, to be groomed ‘Every month or so
either I, or my wife and I, would take Ardis to -breakfast or to dmner When Erme of Ernie’s
Log Cabin Bar died, Ardis and I attended the service and the funeral. Ernie was over ninety
years old. Ernie too, ‘had filled a special place in my life. Someday, I now reahze, I w111 have

~ to write some of my “Ernie” stories, as I do have a few.
_ Christmas was a special time for Ardis. She had grandchﬂdren and great grandcl'uldren
‘and she had a strong faith and strong Christian values, and she was always ready to share
these w1th others. She hosted a prayer meeting at her house.

She lived right across the road from the Rush River. At mght at the cabm, you could
hear the river as it made a sharp turn and a quick drop. The hole across from her house was
aptly named “the breakfast hole.” One could always count on a trout or two for a meal 1f the
urge became unbearable. '

_ The last few years, my wife and I bought a Chrrstmas glft for Ard1s and we always
looked forward to delivering it, spending a couple hours with her in her warm, friendly
‘house. I would stand by the front window, looking out over the river, w1sh1ng I could fish -
_again. Wondermg what the year would bring, knowing that Ardrs probably dldn’t have as-
.great deal of time remaxmng Not many Chr1stmas celebrahons left g




Ehrlstmas, El Paso, and Ardls Barg
» ' by Ken Olson

Snow, ‘cold and deep, holds the banks of the Rush River this Christmas
S - ~ as it always has; wintry, birdless day
across from the whlte_’_house down the road on Flsherman s Rest

down the road f rom_’Ernle s Log Cabln Bar, down past Merlln S
Just past the eabin where we stayed one terrlhly cold and wmdy January

my w1f e and I, huddled over the pot bellled stove -

the only place where there was any warmth except maybe under -
layer upon layer of hand- stltched blankets, unable to move, af rald to get up
- They ecalled it a Canadlan Cllpper and it prowled in seeretively
‘ then leapt outslde llke a maniae, like a possessed maniae.
~ Onee I dreamed of polar bears and death in that cabln
More than once, AI‘dlS Berg helped me start a Ti 1re in the stove

. “I’m a teetotaler, you see. And I ean see that'you re not ,
Her skllled hands made the fire yellow and red, made the round stove hot .
e - and the Kettle on top sizzle and hiss. . :
Ardis, w1dowed wife of Clint, in the qulet of the white house aeross f rom the
breakf ast hole” ‘where you were sure to catch ‘a trout or two for breakf ast

Up a;" ays, you could always catch a f ew brookles if you had mlnd to

Chrlstmas, the Rush Rlv
carrying. the 1iv

and words of lost f rlends

earrying brook trout f 1nally to thelr secret place




KIAP-TU-WISH
TROUT UNLIMITED
P.O. BOX 483
HUDSON, WI 54016

KIAP-TU-WISH OFFICERS:
President: -Gary Horvath 715-425-8489
Vice President: Tony Stifter 715-549-5708

Treasurer: Chiick Goossen 715-386-5137- §
_-Secretary: Richard Lindholm " '715-386-5394 ;

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mike Alwin = 612-439.81590 | :
~*Mark Dostal 715-684-5902 - e e L D

Chuck Goossen : 715-386-5137 ,

SkipJames 612-436-1565

Kent Johnson 715-386-5299

AndyLamberson ~  715-386-7568

RIPRAP EDITOR  ~  DEADLINES

;’23“2?5 Mary s Drive {;%II;I 112//1155 . Now on the Internet at

Lakeland MN 55043 - MAR 2/15 . ::http Ilwww spacestar comlu .ersllambcomlklap html
612-436- 1565 S Lo _ L o

Letters to the Editor

Dear Skrp,
~ . You're domg a great ]ob as RlpRap editor.
Enjoyed your Willow River History. There is one item in
the article that should be clarified. ‘That is in regard to
the statement on the Nords on page 3. AntonRudewas not
Fred Nord’s grandson. He was the usband of Marxe
Nord, the daughter of Fred Nord, and at 90 years young
still resides at the Nord family farm home on'the
Willow Race. Her husband Anton Rude, dled over 20 :
years ago. , v
Just last year Marle sold with th‘ approval of -
the Nord" famlly, the Nord farm to the State. of, .
Wisconsin as an addition to the Willow River State
Park, rather than to developers. Had it been sold to
developers both branches of the river would ha,ve been_'
lost to trout fishermen. : i
T'm enclosing a photo of the plaque that was -
dedlcated to the Nord family in 1979 by Kiap-TU-Wish, -
Minnesota TU and other local flshmg groups ....... ‘

Goodfwhuu; o : o e o TR A

| _Roger Falrbanks

Fdigs
*&«?f






