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Changing Times ,_

Editoria_l by Jonathan Jacobs

F’or,three decades one of Kiap-TU-Wish's great strengths
‘was: its- ability to-deliver volunteer hours to the Department
of Natural Resources, primarily to assist in winter brushing
projects. We were great at it and -we had. a great run.
However, circumstances change with the years and we
must-adapt and change as well or be left behind.. Things
began to change at an accelerated pace in the mid-1990s
when: a dispute over permitting arose between the Wis-
consin:Department of Administration and*a local- townshlp
The towns’hlp»*lnsnsted that-the State 'of Wisconsin’ apply for
of: ndertaklng ‘brushing - projects; ‘the ‘DOA -
ln3|sted’»that it-had’| prlmacy ‘and: needn’t apply for:permiits.
A-stalemate-"ensued; " In “that ‘time,"'our: ‘organizational
structure: for brushlng projects went dormant and then
withered:: When the DNR recommenced winter: pro;ects a
few’ years-ago,; we were ‘caught' ‘without ‘an’ organizational
structure that would allow us to furnish help-in dependable,
large numbers. The DNR then felt that they didn't have a
dependable partner. Thus ended an era. .

Fortunately;, we did have other on-stream projects in-which
to- partner with the DNR. FromJuly, 2000 to July, 2001,
our area's Trout Stamp allotment was $254,575. The DNR
- had $33,000 in. sataries to pay-out of that; the rest went
directly into trout ‘habitat. Times were ‘good. Then came
- the“national tragedy of -September 11, 2001 and the sub-
sequent downturn in the economy. The sour economy
reduced state revenue collections and the state began to
back away from weekend streamside projects that pro-
duced overtime expense For the:period from JuIy, 2003
to July, 2004 our area’s trout stamp-allotment is approxi-
matel"‘ $67 000 Salanes wm consume approxmately half

p ; .
and the- Kmnlcklnr'viic;-—Rn’/er’;ff‘*If‘:fthe“‘"Project'partners (e g,
KRLT -EGRR”Club -and-‘most importantly-for this-discus-
- sion, ‘Trout Unlimited) don't step forward, the planned work .
—work that we wanted and helped plan, simply will not get
'done

‘So, here we are in a different time and a different place
with a new mission and:a'new priority:: Fundraising. The
chapter has formed a committee to work on this issue: Do
what you can-to help. :
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Pursuing the Water Wolf

By Jonathan Jacobs

Brlan McKlnIey, a good friend of Kiap-TU-Wish and an
" angler of wide experience and knowledge, is our February
speaker. - Brian- spent a great deal of time in pursuit of
northern pike on a fly in recent years and has agreed to
come show us what he's learned abolit angling for these
feroclous predators. Join us at'Bob Smith's Sports Club
601 2™ Street'in Hudson on Wednesday, February 4™ at 7
PM for the meeting. Dinner will be available in our meet—
ing room at6 PM.

Annual business meetmg Set- for
March 3™ i

:;:'ByJonathan JGCObs [eTee S

~|n accordance with Art|cIe ;. Sectlon 1 of the Kiap-TU-
Wish By-Laws as. amended March 5. 2003 not|ce-of-the
chapters business meeting is hereby rendered. ‘Members
will elect two candidates to. three year terms on the chap-
ter's Board of Directors and will elect one candidate to a

two year term on the board. Officers and committee chairs:

will submit reports on chapter activities and the member-
ship shall conduct other such business as comes before it.
“The meeting: will be held Wednesday, March 3 at 7 PM at
Bob Smith's Sports Club, 601 2n Street Hudson Wi,

*Chapter estabhshes fundralsmg

'commlttee
By Jonathan Jacobs

At its' January 18; 2004 meetlng, the chapters Board of
“ Directors votedto -establish'a fundralsmg commlttee The
~committee will be responsible-‘for !¢réating. ‘sources: of
funding -distinct from the silent auction that has been a
regular. part of the:holiday.:-banquet. for. th ~-past sseveral
. years. Board member Corey Mairs, who ‘has'con
experience in this area, has volunteered to chair the com-
-mittee. . If you:have listed “fundraising” as.an.area of spe-

cial |nterest on the sign up sheets:that are, passed -around-

at monthly meetings, expect ‘to receive a call- from-.Dr.
Mairs. If you have not previously expressed an interest
“but-wish to serve the committee, please contact Dr. Mairs
-via e-mail-or telephone at the-address and number listed
on the Iast page of this publication.

Chapter continues to fund K1n-'
nickinnic River MacromvertebrateV.A,ﬁ_i
Diversity Study in 2004 |

By Jonathan Jacobs

KIap-TU-WlSh is proV|d|ng $384 in support of Umverslty of
Wisconsin ~ River Falls biologist Clarke Garry in 2004 to
help defray the cost-of permanently preserving specimens
and archiving data collected in-the first years of the Kin-
nickinnic River Macroinvertebrate: ‘Diversity -Study. In his
proposal, Garry wrote, “This proposal is: designed to pro-
mote the goal of permanent preservation of this 2001-2002
Kmmckmmc River macroinvertebrate d|vers|ty collection as
a record of the invertebrate status:of this: coldwater re-
source at the beginning:of the:21st century.” “The physical
specimen archive, along with- printed.-and. electronic-rec-
ords, is important because of uncertainty of impacts-of un-
controlled development (predicted to occur.in coming dec-
ades) on: watershed dlver3|ty and.its:, potentlal degrada-
tion.” t

Clinic date set

By Michael Ahwin

The annual Klap-TU-Wlsh FIy Fishing. Clmlc has been se(;)
for Saturday, June 5th. Held in conjunction with the Rivei-

Falls Parks and Recreation Department, this clinic is a
wonderful -opportunity. for- the ‘Chapter - to- introduce - city.
residents -to.the beauty and wealth. of the Kinnickinnic
River and all it has- to offer. It's also' a great chance -for

_Chapter members to: share the sport, make some new

friends and spread the message..,._,,_r, | 3ils: will be re-
leased in coming issues of Rip-Rap’ but i you'd like to
know how you can get involved, call me at Bob Mitchell's

~;tFIy Shop: (651/770 -5854).-or talk to:me:.at-chapter. meet-
':.-":‘Ings IR TN Wk TR SR i [ty :

‘.RlpRap receives matchlng gran

gift

By Jonathan Jacobs -

The publication fund received a most welcome and-much
needed infusion of cash in December when one of the
chapter's members donated to it stock worth $1,960. The
donor generously made-the donation under the assump-
tion that others would step forward to-match this gift, thus

7~
i
i F

funding RipRap for the next two years of its publication.
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Donations of stock or cash are tax deductible. Stock do-
nations may be a particularly useful tax planning tool be-
cause the full value of the stock is deductible, regardless
of its purchase price. If you have questions about this -or
an interest in making-a donation, -contact chapter Treas-
urer Brent Sittlow. -

‘McMahon to speak on safeguarding
‘community character in the St.

Croix Valley.

F roma press release

. River FaI

, Ed McMahon Vice: Presrdent The: Conservatlon Fund

“Practical and proven lessons from across America”

Mr. McMahon will explore the economic, social, and envi-
ronmental benefits of preserving community character,
while addressing the role that historic preservation, urban

.design, landscape preservation, open space plannlng and
) other strategies can play in fostering economic vitality and
'protectlng a communrty’s “sense of place”. Some “keys to

success’ include:

Recoghiz"ing that all development is not crea_ted equal

Creatively influencing the development process with
strategies that are good for busmess and good for the en-

‘vrron ment

'-‘~Support|ng proftable trade areas through Iand use . plan-
ning, historic preservation, open space conservation, and ..

tourlsm

Malntalmng qualrty of Irfe B

Why some communities succeed and others fail . )

Ed McMahon is co-author of Balancing Nature and Com-

merce in Gateway Communities and travels across the

country speaking on sustainable development  Mr.
McMahon is a land use planner, attorney, and Vice Presi-
dent of The Conservation Fund’s Sustainable Programs.
He is former president of Scenic. America, a national non-

715-386-0820' 1 i

- By"thé"trrhé 'you ‘read’ this, the b'C')':rWel:llah"name’d

profit organization: devoted to protecting America’s ‘scenic
landscapes.

Sponsored by: University Wisconsin @ River Falls, The
NPS St. Croix National Scenic Riverway, The St. Croix
‘Scenic Coalition, NPS Rivers, Trails and-Conservation As-
sistance Program, Watchable Wildlife, Inc., The Conserva-
tion Fund, and The UWRF- Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice. :

Brent Sittlow

803 Kelly Road

Hudson, Wi 54016

bsittlow@nreééenter com

“and runmngfagam s

:By:Jonathan J Jacobs - -

Chuck Goossen has the Willow«River monitoring station
located below the Little Falls Dam in Willow River State
Park recording data again. The equipment records stage
and temperature data at regular intervals. Additionally, Mr.
Goossen has collected pH data at the site.

This is an important ongoing project because the Willow -
River, a once fine and heavily utilized trout fishery, has
been in steady decline for a number of years. ‘No root
cause for-this' decline has been scientifically established.
Data collected will be of importance in determining possi-
ble corrective measures for the river.

Mr. Goossen would like to train a qualified assistant to help
-him with this.project: If you- are interested in participating

~.in-this:project-or. would:like. more information about it,.con-
:-:tact Mr Goossen at 715- 386 5137.- e

ow to(_be a better Bad"lver

“Job
Creation Act’ put before the Wisconsin leglslature this
session will fikely be state law. This odious piece of politi-
cal offal has, in fact, precious little to do- with creating jobs
and will have the likely effect of transmogrifying Wisconsin
from a state with an honorable and longstanding commit-
ment to environmental quality into-a Texas of the North.
Texas, you may recall, is the place where industrial pollut-
ers and real estate “developers” (defined in the Jacobs
lexicon of political doublespeak as “land barons”) write
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their own rules to “protect’ (The lexicon again: “utterly ig-
nore”) the environment.

Part of the problem for those of us who reside in the far
northwest portion -of the state is. that it's difficult to be as
- knowledgeable of Wisconsin state politics as we ought to
be, dominated as we are by Minnesota media. Here are
two good Internet URLs that will help keep you better at-
tuned to what sort of skullduggery is afoot in Madison:

www.wisconsinrlvers.org
WWW.wsh.org

lThe flrst site is: that of the Rrver Allrance of Wrsconsm The
isecond: belongs to the Wisconsin. Stewardship  Network.
-Both:-are: excellent resources offerrng regular updates on
:Ieglslatrve |ssues ; -

[ VR T S l DT

:Of course ‘once: you ve. become rnformed on: the issues,
you still need to act on them. See”Contaéting government
officials” in the December, 2003 issue of RipRap. You DO
save your back issues of the newsletter, don't you?

Greater Midwest Fly Fishing Expo
scheduled for April 2 — 4

By Jonathan Jacobs

According the show's organizérs, “The Expo will feature
non-stop casting education, fly tying, worldwide fly fishing
destinations, .industry vendors, the American Museum. of
Fly Fishing exhibit, classes for young people and environ-
mental education.” The Radisson South Hotel in Bloom-
ington, MN will be the venue for the event.

Krap-TU-Wrsh in partnership with the Ojibleau Chapter. of -
. Trout Unlimited..will-have booth.space.at this show for the
¢ purpose of rnformmg show attendees about the work the j
. chapters do and aboit the threats -facing coldwater re-
- sources in western Wisconsin. Addrtronally, both chapters :
- plan to use the show as a fundrarsrng venue. - K-TU wilt be |
. offering a contest winner a split cane fly rod built by. local .
The rod will be ‘paired with a -

¢ craftsman Jay Johnson.
: Hardy reel. Ojibleau - will furnish a-: lucky winner- with- &
custom cedar strip canoe.

Trout Unlimited will need to draw volunteers from its ranks
to provide personnel at the booth and to help with the
show's environmental and instructional messages. More
details on how you may help will be available at the Feb-
ruary membership meeting.

-us over several-gigantic -hills) In:

Mobility, upward and otherwise

By John Koch

l opened my eyes: the roaring fire from the night before
was a smoldering heap of coals. My companions, motion-
less heaps of twisted fabric, lay asleep nearby, huddled
against the predawn cold. Quickly rising, | retrieved my fly

rod from a mass of tangled tackle leanrng against a tree

and silently walked through the morning's darkness to the
swiftly flowing river... _

Our fishing trip had started the morning before: the two of

us deciding to go fishing for a couple days out of our
summer's vacation, picking up our mutual friend on the

‘way to the river. Durlng this time‘in my life, a camplng trrp

with my friend out back was normally a gloriously simple
affair: a light bedroll and matches were all we needed for a

‘night's- stay- in the woods. But: with rusty, second hand bi-
"-cycles as'the only means of transportation, a camprng trip
to the fiver took on epic logrstrcal proportrons whatever we
" ‘needed in the’ way ‘of supplies had to be somehow affi xed

to and balanced on a bicycle. A few provisions wrapped
and strapped to the handlebars with baling twine, and with
a fishing rod wavering out of one hand, my friend and |
made our way to the third friend's house.

It was a tedious journey. The third friend's house was only

addrt

O

a few miles away, but the gravel road that went there led

had to stop and rearrange bedrolls’ that had: come un-
wrapped. My friends bicycle, a hodge-podge affair pieced
together from the discarded scraps of elder sibling’ bikes,
proved to'be slightly less than reliable. Every 200 yards or
so, the drive chain would slip off.

After many more starts and stops than | care to remember
we finally made it to the third friend's house. Turning into
the yard, we discovered a new problem the third friend's
bicycle ‘was 6ut of commissiol
drrveway -and ‘backed" over't
elder brother two days befor
sharrng aride, a "buck”;’

. As my bi cycle

had the only extended "banana" style seat I was the un-
lucky one to provrde the ride. Holding on to a sleeprng bag
and a fishing rod, the third friend gamely held his balance
as we made our wavering way over the last hill and down
to the river.

: Looking back, | often think that it probably. would have

been easier and quicker for us to srmply walk to the
stream.

Ditching our bikes in the bushes near the bridge, we
walked downstream to the established campsite of a mu-
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tual neighbor. Setting up camp in those days was simple:
we dumped our bedrolls next to the fire pit, and went fish-
ing. It was a hot mid-summer day and | recall the fishing as
being poor. Frustrated by the lack of catching, my two
friends started arguing. Grumbling first over a disputed
fishing spot, their: skirmish graduaIIy escalated into contin-
ual ‘bickering-about each other. in general, finally ending
with a full ‘blown shouting match over how to light a camp
fire (first suggestion: gather firewood before it gets dark).
Over campfire-heated pork 'n beans 'n ashes, they even-
tually fell into an uneasy. truce, slowly falling asleep be-
neath the star-filled summer:sky. -

The next morning, | remember that I wished to be alone.

V ple
r e m'lst filled. morn|ng, 0. watch the sun. break
through the wnthenng fog and to listen to the rlver's very
soul crashing around me... - o

I'watched as below me a feeding fi f sh broke the mornlng
stillness, its-rise an interruption as the rhythms of the ‘night
were replaced by the oppressive’ patterns of the day. My

om, CaSt rolled out to. the fising trout, a graceful arch of sh|m-
. »

was. engulfed in a tiny whirlpool as it dnfted by the | |n-
tended target. /A moment:later, a slippery brown: trout was
slid into-my creel.-Even in my youth, |.was:enraptured by
the rhythms of the river: two more fish and | put my rod

down, mesmerized by the grand spectacle of the moming

sun break over the ndge top

'On my return to.camp, _one of my companlons was busy
_‘trylng to’ re-|gn|te the fire. The other was slowly'- untW|st|ng
If from -a:filtt

~puddle in hls sleep J dglng by his |
disgusted look on his face; and with’ dark muttenngs -

ing from:the other side of the fire, I assumed that. thelr,.ar- :
gument from the previous: day ‘had not been resolved. Just E

as the-flames of the previous night's campfire were starting

to snap and pop as fresh fuel was added, so too the ill wiil - :
‘| Website: Andy Lamberson, Webmaster

pan-fried the three trout in butter, ate one, packed my -

of the day before was qunckly being rekindled. | quickly
small bedroll and took my leave of the two.

I-no longer remember the trip home from there, except
maybe a freeing feeling of gladness to get away from the

r - tended target. A. moment Iate
v ;Slld back |nto

other two. | presume: that they eventually made it home:

we all started the 8th grade soon after, and laugh about
the trip now nearly 30 years later.

| make it back to the old campsite from-time to time these
days. Still used by the generations succeeding mine, the
fire ring is as it was when | used it. The trees and bank
have changed a- bit, but the rocks where | spent that
morning watching the sunrise are still there .

On my most recent return to the spot, I watch as below

‘me a feeding fish breaks the late afternoon stillness, its

rise a part of the rhythms of the day that are slowly re-

-placed with those of the night. My cast rolls out to the ris-
dng trout; a: graceful arch of shimmering fly line against:ttie

dnpplng stone of the canyon wall. To.ensure a: proper
_mmedlatelytmend a:loop-of-line after:the-fly:hits:the
water. | watch as my fly, delivered a foot above the: feedlng
fish, is ‘engulfed in a tiny whirlpool as it:drifts by the in-
lippery.. brown trout is

Even as l grow older l am st|Il enraptured by the rhythms

of the river: I put-my rod down, mesmerized by the sound
of the river's soul crashing around me...

Even as.| grow older, | am still enraptured by the rhythms
of the river: | put my:-rod down, mesmerized by the grand
spectacle of Ilstenlno o the very. soul of the river crashing

aroundme;.
John. Koch isa frequent contnbutor to RrpRap He lives.in rural Spring Valley,

WL

CHAPTER COMMITTEES ONGOING PROJECTS AND. CON-
TACTS

Klnnlckmmc Monltonng Kent Johnson Pro;ect Leader v
erlow R|ver Monltormg Chuck Goossen Pro;ect Leader : '}

Fundralsung Commlttee

‘,orey Malrs, Chalr

Educatiofi Committee: Michael Alwin, Chair -

Habitat'COmrnittee: John Koch, Chair.

Dam monitoring and removal: Ted Mackmille_r,‘Chair .

Chapter membership develobment: Vacant
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KIAP-TU-WISH OFFICERS:
{iPresident: Mark Waschek

(mmwaschek@charter net)

952-953-3281

Treasurer: Brent Sittlow

(bsuttlow@pressenter.com)

Secretary: Gary Horvath

(gmhdrvat@préSsenter com):
BQARD OF DlRECTQRS
'Corey Mairs

(maurs_corey@hotmail.com)

{Dave Baliman
(mnéritav-déveb@email.msn.corh) )
~ |kent Johnson 715-386-5299
v (jjohnson@pressenter.i:om) o
Craig Aschenbrenner
‘(cjaéchen@msn.com)

Bill Lovegren 651-645-0565
(bill:lovegren@co.hennepin.mn.us) | . |
Ted Mackmiller
(rur_nackmi@pressenter.'com)
Jonathan Jacobs
(jcjacobs@pressenter.com)
RIPRAP EDITOR:
[Wonathan Jacobs

gtungraE@hotmall com)
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Hudson Wl
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715-386-0820

| 715425-8489

|MEETING SCHEDULE:
,FEBRUARY 4. BRIAN MCKINLEY ON FLY FISHING

FOR NORTHERN PIKE

-|MARCH 3:. BUSINESS MEETING
APRIL 7: DRY FLY DICK FRANTES FLY TIERS

651-714-8251

5rDEADLINE FOR MARCH RIPRAP 'FRIDAY, FEBRU-
',ARY 20

715-381-7242

715-549-6775

715-386-7822
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