


BANQUET REDUX

nother Kiap-TU-Wish Holiday Conservation Banquet has come and gone, and if you weren’ there let me tell

you what you missed. Guests arriving in time to peruse the merchandise donated for the silent auction and the

bucket raffles must have been astounded, because the swag was stellar. We had fabulous tackle: rods, reels, vests,

waders, rain gear and maps to secret places. We had an astonishing number of fly assortments: bass flies, trout
flies, poppers, streamers, dry flies and nymphs. We had our usual collection of books and DVDs. We had a lovely selec-
tion of pottery and other art pieces as well as dessert items that always go for premium prices. We had a handsome array
of hand crafted items: jewelry, game boards, table ware, textiles and embroidery. We had incredible services donated to
the chapter: guided float trips, guided wade fishing and gourmet lunches, haircuts and a private wine tasting class. And
for fly tyers we had an absolutely stunning assortment of tool kits and materials, including the most beautiful fly tying
bench we've ever had. You should have been there.

Our speaker that evening, Angie Hong, delivered a well organized and interesting presentation on natural landscapes and
deserves our thanks for her effort on our behalf. The food at the Lake Elmo Inn Event Center was excellent, the service
was wonderful and the staff there needs a big “thank you” for helping us make this event special. Volunteers that night in-
cluded Greg Meyer and Heather Logelin who helped sell raffle tickets and might have set new records in doing so. Assist-
ing in setting up the silent auction and bucket raffles were Ken Hanson and Paul Wiemerslage. Special thanks should be
directed to Paul for housing all of our swag at his house, opening the door for Greg Dietl, Tom Schnadt, Tom Henderson
and me so we could organize the swag, and then hauling it all over to the Event Center on the day of the banquet.

The Banquet Committee began working on this year’s event in September. Thanks to our superior organizational skills
only three meetings were required in order to pull off this boffo event, and from the last meeting in November to the
night of the banquet nobody stressed. The Banquet Committee consists of Tom Schnadt, Greg Dietl, Allison Jacobs, Tc
Henderson and Temporary Chair, Deb Alwin. I thank them for their dedication and hard work on the Chapter’s behalf -
and for pulling off what I think was our best banquet, raising over $5000 in our under-the-radar Kiap-TU-Wish way. You
really should have been there.
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