" November Meetlng )

— When: Wednesday, Nov. 5
B UNLIMITED '} Where: JR Ranch, Hudson

: Dmner ~ 6:30
- ranm 8:00 KRLT Update |
Rick McMonagle, Executive Director of the = ‘

- | Kinnickinick River Land Trust, speaks of challenges

\ and successes m  preserving an ecosystem [

P I >'/wou[z{ tl{e‘_t‘o tﬁank eneryone wﬁo took. tﬁe tzme to contact our J{epresentatwes, The GO'Uernor,
: the DNK oﬁﬁce in Madison regan{ug; our concerns about the priority watershed
ely fiad an impact, and the funding seems to be in good sﬁape for the time ﬁezry]
on the day. Kudos to everyone. who wrote and Thanks Again. (see pg. 6) One of
s as.a cﬁapter is our ability to quu:;{{y oggamze around the local issues that have an

we can use for quw& communication. Of course we. wz[[ continue fwzt/i phone ca[[zry] and letter writing
to. tﬁe memﬁers/izp e

Now it is time once agazn to turn our attention to one of tﬁe iore social aspects of the cﬁapter
I /ia'ue been given the oﬂ%cza[ notice that this years C/irtsﬂnas ﬁanquet will be much better than last -
ars. Also, efforts have been made to make the ﬁanquet more exciting (and perﬁaps more proﬁtaﬁ[e), yet
int cﬁaracter\tﬁat e'uerz/one seems to appreczate (v4. 3) Finally, I fiave received notice

" \ from Dan Y(pu:/i at the DNR that approva[ fas been
grantez{ for the removal of the Mound Pond Dam in its
- entirety. I also understand that the bidding process is -
; | complete and demolition could begin as soon as ecember.
G ; o1 N Soif you want an_y pﬁotograpﬁs u. ﬁaz{ better get down
"’:KRLT Ull;oir;}tfeStxfter.....,.t """ Ll “there. ‘Because soon it will onl’y be a memary '17iat s

Publushed Monthly by ~Kifa“p_-TU-3Vish Chapter ) Novemb.er‘

nd | present our pos:twn to peaplé in ‘Wzscansln state go'uernment ina manner :

szte S0 tﬁat :"ﬁe can mazntaln a camp[ete cap_y [Lst of on[me memﬁers Qﬁw represents ]ust one mare tool

sometﬁzry] to be tﬁankﬁt[ for/ (see news f[asﬁ, pg 4)
B Ton_y Stzﬂer, Tresufent ,

: Cathy Waurzer writes Scrlpt

1  Skip James.........4
1 Sklp s Loose Threads..,., ...... BRI
af ol nniy )
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Rip Rap pg. 2

Rmk MéMonaglé 'oiitlines ehall@nges
-and successes of the Kmnmkmme
[hver Land Trust...

Land trusts are boommgl They tell us that a new land trust is formed
each week somewhere in the United States. Here in Wisconsin there
are over 30 land trusts, and across the water, the Minnesota Land Trust -
is up and running. This whole land trust concept of face-to-face
conservation work with private landowners is an essential part of the
spectrum of the conservation of our natural resources. Land trust ‘make
~agreements with private landowners to permanently protect their
lands. It is these personal, one-on-one interactions that blend the hopes
and dreams that individuals and families have for their lands and the
mission of a land trust to protect many acres. It is the exact opposite of
the heavy hand of big government commanding you to do such and such
with your land. It’s all about motivated landowners and a capable
land trust reachmg common goals for the future health and welfare of
this precious river in this small corner 6f America. Land use issues are
the hot topic of debate in the River Falls area. The local newspapets,
co-f 'e shops and town meetmgs are abuzz w1th dlscu sions and debate.

Executive Director,

L
and. the KRLT is keepmg close tabs on the s1tuatlon The river is hke a Kinnickinnle River andTrust

barometer of the health and well being of the landscape. Our work is
an mtegral part of land protectlon efforts--what happens on the land :

01°ke‘ s... -
' The thlrd annual fly flshlng chmcl

'thanks to Jon ]acobs for f1llmg the ole of head
«teacher, directing activities and keeping things
| oni schedule. Many more thanks to Joan Bruski
n _Stifter for feedlng all of us. How
1 it and remain calrn is a mystery to .

NﬁkeAlwin




iap-TU-Wish Bulletin Board...

Holiday Banquet Nf}ws.... . ‘ Holiday Banquet Info

The smashing, sensational Kiap-TU-Wish Holiday _ ; .
Banquet is scheduled for the evening of December 3. The When:  December 3
planning committee, headed by Karen Stifter, has arranged a Where: JR Ranch
splendid dinner featuring carved roast beef, baked chicken Cost: $20 / person
with champagne sauce, accompaniments, coffee and dessert. —— —

The program promises to be another in a long line of
high quality entertammg speakers. We can’t tell you who it 1s, -
but you’ll regret rmssmg a storyteller of this caliber.

The auction is our only public fundraiser for the year
and you're anintegral part of it. We need you to contribute your
treasures to this effort: books, tackle, ob]ets d’art or any other
cool thmg In addltlon the committee (Karen  Stifter, Juhe
Sittlow, Mike Alwin, Jon: ]acobs, Rich Lindholm John
O’Malley), is planning a few surprises to make the auction even
more entertaining. All donations to the auction are greatly
appreciated as well as tax deductible.

Auction items can be delivered to Mike Alwin at Bob
Mitchell’s Fly Shop, 3394 Lake Elmo Ave. Lake Elmo, MN, or
to Jon Jacobs’ home: 703 Summier St. Hudson WI Try to get them
in by December 1st.

For Reservations: call:

Bob Mitchell’s Fly Shop (612)-770-5854
Jon Jacobs (715).386-7822

Chuck Goossen took this hoto of Klap-TU WISh members stockmg trout fmgerlmgs in the Lower WIHOW River September
23rd. From left to right: 'Randy Bremnes of the St. Croix Falls Hatchery, Herb Lundberg, Jon ]acobs, and Bob Bradham.
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News [Rlashd Engineers are lowering the
water level behind the Mound Pond Dam.
I°s coming out..NOW!

On Saturday afternoon, Sept.
25, it appeared as if the water
level in Mound Pond had been
lowered about 18 inches. The
draw down is only about 6
inches a day to. avoid stirring
up too much silt downstream.
When it's completed, the dam
will be brought down with

explosives and the concrete and .

iron residue removed from the
site with heavy machinery.
Walking upstream from the
group camp, I heard a hawk
whistle and watched an eagle
circling overhead. There’ll be
some easy meals for the birds as
the lake level drops. Up to
fifty feet of wet mud. was
visible between the vegetation
and the water. Most of the fish
will probably wind up in Little
Falls Lake. That could mean
good ice flshmg this Winter...

KTCA’S Cathy Wu urzer 0utlmes Klap-TU-\Vlsh
video progeet...

News nght Minnesota’s anchor woman, Cathy Wurzer
has accepted the chapter’s commission to produce a video showing

~ the damaging effects to cold water resources  from unbridled

development and thermal pollution. Weaving quotes from a wide
spectrum of experts together with footage of the Kinni and Nine
Mile Creek, a formerly vital trout stream in the Twin Cities, the
fifteen minute film will show the many threats to rivers and point
out ways to mitigate and protect against damage The project is
designed to both inform and motivate politicians, community
leaders, landowners, environmental groups and developers to take a
new look at the benefits of preserving a living trout stream. The
tone of the video will not be anti-development but will emphasize
sustainable development. The stewardship of various environ-
mental groups (such as TU) will be highlighted as well.
Beautiful wildlife photography and original music will heighten
it’s impact. Ms. Wurzer’'s own media company, Palisade
Productions, will produce the film. .

Cathy’s interest in the Kinni goes well beyond journalism.
She is an enthusiastic but intermittently successful fly fisher,
having taken basic courses at Bob Mitchell’s Fly Shop. For anyone
interested, she is lookmg for guides to help her find more fish next
season.

Fund raising to pay for the pro;ect has already begun. Itis
hoped that most of the cost ($10,000.) can be borne by grants from
non-profit foundations that focus on env1ronmenta1 concerns.
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Sklp S Loose Threacls....

: An heretical utterance concerning dry fly hackle

When I began fly tying at the age of eleven, there weren’t many fly tying books around A book by J.
Edson Leonard entitled Flies was available, and soon after I started the Family Circle Guide to Trout Flies
came out. Schwiebert’s Matching the Hatch was four years away and Atherton’s The Fly and the Fish - came
out the year I got my first fly rod, but it was printed only in a limited edition for the Angler’s Club of New York.
That same year, Bus Grove’s The Lure and Lore of Trout Fishing appeared, with a chapter on tying, and the
1mprmt of my rubber stamp inside the cover has my New Jersey address on it. My bible in those days was
Bergman's Trout, a copy of which I received as a Christmas present in 1950, when I was nine. I had read the .
library’s copy almost into decrepltude and nagged my dad shamelessly for months before the holiday for one of
my own. Those were the years when the arrival of the Heddon catalog, and the Payne catalog, the
Abercrombie and Fitch catalog .and the Sears Roebuck catalog were the highlights of a boy’s dreary, wet
winter, and a sure harbinger of Spring, and the of ening of trout season in the Poconos.

- All these books suggested that good e was hard to get, and the best hackle for tying dry flies was
the longest stiffest, most web free feathers available.” Of course, dry flies in those days meant Catskill style
basically copies of Halford’s British des1gns with stiffer tails to float on our more rambunctious streams. Stiff
hackle was necessary to support the fly ‘on its toes” as LaBranche used to say. Nowadays, of course, we have
no-hackle flies, soft hackle flies, parachutes, thorax ties, upwings, downwings, palmers, all of which seem to
float pretty well without the help of ser1ously steely hackle fibers.. :

But the stiff hackle dictum seems to still govern feather selection, particularly among beginning tiers.
Of course, most are taught to tie Catskill style first, with an Adams, a Cahill, or a BWO. The proportions of
dry flies still reflect the Catskill school of the Dettes and Art Flick. The most expensive hackle available at
fly shops is, of course, extremely stiff, long and web-free Lots of fisher folk use the classic ties and they work
- well, partlcularly on free stone streams.  But our cutrent, enlarged repertoire of floatmg imitations that don't
) depend upon hackle for flotation should ‘cause us to- pause ‘a moment and reexamme the knee-jerk mantra that,

dry fly hackle must always be stiff. P

' - Stiff but resilient hackle was needed to float l1ghtly dressed Catsk111 patterns The old legends of fly
fishing wanted their casts to ‘cock’ the fly on the water, suspended between the tips of the hackle and the tips
of the tail fibers. Having fished with many a Catskill tie Tam usually able to- achieve this proper attitude
only once or twice with a fresh, well-dressed fly before i settles lugubriously into prone position. In my

- experienc the fish don’t seem to mind much either way.. Often, and -particularly with Variant patterns, I had

~ trouble hooking trout. I believe the stiff, oversized hackle pushed the hook away from any point of connection -
~with solld fish flesh Patterns such as the Usual Haystack mparadun and No-Hackle use buoyantdubbmg ‘

well with soft hackle as with stiff. .
for the stiff stuff in dry flies? For years, frshmg
soft dubblngs are triggers. to trout especially in
nymphs and wets Can these same qual e explmted in dry flies? 1 can personally attest to the efficacy of
- soft hackle flies fished over fussy trout in- glassy, slow movmg ‘water. The webby breast feathers used in these
- flies are tapered from stem to tip, like real insect legs When wet, they ‘move with every vagary of the current.
I have recently started putting a clump wing of poly yarn or loop wing of Antron on these simple flies. That
solves the v131b111ty problem of soft hackles. The wing becomes a focal pomt for the angler and allows the fly
to be fished in fast water as well as slow. Add a soft tail, perhaps a few pheasant fibers, or even a bit of
: ‘Marabou to represent a trallmg shuck. Do. the flies float? You bet! Does the hackle obstruct the hook point?
Never! Does the cost of hackle go way. down? Yep'
~ Tenjoy tymg and f1sh1ng classic Catskill patterns. They look beaut1ful and contmue to catch lots of
trout. But I think it’s time we rethink the function of hackle in dry flies and experiment with mote mobile, less
severely stiff feathers.  There is noth1ng turgid about a Mayfly dun. On the contrary, all the body parts are
- loosely joined and have ‘independent motion. Stiff hackle doesn’t guarantee flotation. Furthermore, flies tied
~ with stiff hackle, both Catskill and parachute have an annoying tendency to twist leader tippets. The most
compellmg reason to incorporate soft hackle into dry flies, however, is it’s lifelike movement. Let the trout be
the final judge...but at least give them a chance to choose! Tie up some dry flies with soft hackle this Winter,
o and reevaluate your personal criteria for hackle quality in the llght of 1990’s fly f1sh1ng research rather than
: elymg on the questlonable assumptlons of the 1950s. B i :

reinforce a natural upr1ght stance caused by the
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gl'am...

, ' ”The Prlonty Watershed program is v1tal for the protectlon and 1mprovement of our waterways.
When the 1997-99 State budget debate began, the Priority Watershed Program was facing a $14 million
* shortfall in fundmg Over the coursé of the last several months, a number of ‘steps have been taken by the
leglslature to address that shortfall - Durmg Assembly budget negotlatl 1 mnated efforts within the
Assembly Repubhcan
. leadersh1p would agree to provide only $2 mllllon in addltlon fundmg for’Prlonty Watershed, I continued
‘to work with Sen. Alice Clausing. (She) was successful in including a budget amendment to pr0v1de an
additional $5 million for the.. -program. The budget bill passed with her amendment on Sept. 29...
Furthermore, an additional $2 ‘million will be provided to the DNR for the Non—pomt Source Water
“Pollution Aba tement | program to fund cost-share agreements w1th farmers W1th thls added revenue DNR
- estlmates that watershed projects can be preserved
oo apprec1ated hearing from many area re51dents who contacted my offlce to relay thelr support of

the Prlorlty Watershed Program Furthermore, I en]oyed the opportunlty ‘to ‘meet with many local
“tesidents to discuss their plans and goals for watershed protection. Moreover, I was very impressed with
the cons1derable amount of t1me and effort that many local re51dents 1nvested in thls 1mportant endeavor

i Slncerely, '

~ Joe Plouff SR R ‘ (Excerpts from a letter of September 30, 1997)
State Representative - ' N : '
~29th Assembly Dlstnct






