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HOLIDAY CONSERVATION BANQUET:
Sign Up Now Or Suffer The Consequences

By M. Edward AIwm ’

John Van Vhet wnter publisher, traveler raconteur shameless
name-dropper and Dave Whitlock’s best friend, is our featured
speaker at this year's edition of the Kiap-TU-Wish Hohday Con-
servation Banquet John's best work” always involves a little his-
tory lesson mixed in with his outdoor adventure and last year was
no digferent. in the summer of 2004 John spent 120 days touring
Canada by rail; fishing as he went, meeting characters and visit-
ing historical venues. John is a wonderful story teller and he will
share his expenences and his photos with us that evening.

Save thls date: Thursday, December 8. The venue is the re-
doubtable Tartan Park and the festivities will begin.with a soclal
hour at 6 pm, dinner at 7 pm with the program following dinner.
The banquet menu features roast loin of pork with apple chutney
and Queen’s Breast of Chicken with wild mushroom cream sauce
and cornbread stufﬁng The dinner mcludes a classic garden
salad or Caesar salad, wild rice pilaf with dried cherries and pine
nuts, parsnip potato puree, a mediey of fresh seasonal vegeta-
bles and will be capped by a mixed berry cobbler and coffee for
dessert. The price of this fundraising dinner and event is $35,
which includes a ticket for the door prize. Call Bob Mitchell's Fly
Shop-(651/770-5854) or Jon Jacobs (715/386-7822) to make
your. reservations. Our recommendation is that you do it sooner
rathier than Iater because 1) the room's capaclty is Irmlted to 110
and 2)thereis'a surcharge if you register Iate or walk in without a
reservation. The deadline for reservatlons is 5:00 pm on
Monday, Dec 5th '

The ‘group - of individuals Iaughlngly referred to as the Banquet
Commiittee is busily going about the busmess of soliciting, sorting
and ‘organizing donations for this year's collection of buckeét raf-
fles-and the silent auction. Attendees, hangers-on; sycophants
and interested conservation minded individuals are encouraged
to donate ‘items to our. fund raising efforts. These ‘items could
|nclude books artwork, fishing tackle, a flourless chocolate cake,

omputers, mobile homes, a BMW convertible or any-
thlng els you think somebody would want. Please remember
that this is our chapter’s major fund raising event of the year so
give generously Donations may be dropped off at Bob Mrtchell'

Fly Shop in Lake Elrno; MN unt|I Dec 6th. -

Finally; the group of - mduvrduals Iaughangly referred to as the
Banguet ‘Committee wishes to inform the membership ‘that we

are nottoo proud to accept. additional volunteers into our fold. We
need folks to help set up the auction-and bucket raffles and help
with auction checkout at the end of the evening. Please call Mike
Alwin, or Jonathan Jacobs to vqunteer

M. L’dward Alwin is the rlu[}j) pr eppy alter ego of long-nme K-TU activist Mtke
* Alwin, the proprietor of Bob Muche[[ s Fly Shop in Lake Elmo, MN
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Figments and Fragments

Wilderness Walleyes

By Jares R. Humphrey

anesota has more than 10,000 lakes, a source of pride
and a slogan for license plates. A satellite count of ponds,
‘manmade 1mpoundments and honest lakes takes the num-
ber to beyond 25,000. All of the lakes contain fish; and the
grand prize amon, anesotans is the toothsome walleye,
' in the universe. You may keep your
Mahi-mahi, ‘tuna and Copper River salmon

The walleye is pursued with passnon purpose and purple
prose in the piscatorial perlodrcals WhewI

However, fishing for walleye is as dull as ditchwater the
fishmg procedure bores more than watching golf on televi-
s1on, or listeninig to candndates on the stump "You sit there
in a boat, dangling a lip- -hooked minnow over the gunwale;
then you fall asleep. Periodically, someone hfts the anchor
and the boat motors to another “hot spot.” They are all
~hot-spots especially 1f you have a Ppaid guide.

Which remmds me;of/a tr1p to the rmmense Canadian lake,
Nipigon, located somewhere north of beyond. The guides
from ‘a resort several d1stant miles brought their clients to

our bay where our patty of eight lived spartanly on-a -
- launch Our frlendlyNatlve_ Amer1can gulde took us ona’

ButI dlgress ‘Ona dlfferent trip to the Supenor Natnonal
Forest in northern Minnesota I found myself dozmg and
‘drowning a minnow.. We. moved often without moving a
walleye from hook to stringer.. We had beer to assuage our
thirst, becalmed -as we were on'a s11ver sea under the
»bronze hammer of the sun. S :

T popped a beer and sat, thmkmg I thlnk w1th curved alu-
minum_spinner-like’ thlng in my fingers That was the
olden days when the pop-tops broke free of the can and we
could fashion belts and chainmail by link
think I thought ... 'ner-hke " It consumed a moment
to link the transformed bit of alummum into the mono-
filament a few inches above the minnow. In less than a
trice I pulled up a fat-and succulent walleye. And.so we
fished with. homemade spinners, and feasted and fested on
shore, where the golden fillets were prepared by our com-

-patnot and master chef Henry from Racme

er Humphrey is the co-author of Minnesota and Wisconsin Trout Streams. He

-lives in.Qak Park Heights, MN and is a Jeatured contributor 10 RipRap, whose

Feaders are gétting a pre-publication look at.“Figments and Fragmen!s ex-
cerpts from Mr. Humphrey 's forthcommg book, which he says. will be “anecdo-
tal, discursive and far ranging."

.Sanford are participating :

“his name.  There’s also.a.

‘are rods by Lamiglas, Orvis and Redin ton available this year. "

‘Hardy Marqurs/Screntrﬁc Ang
* Marquis comes with-an extra spool; while’ the mne-welght System

‘There's every early indication

“Kinnickinnic Special” leads auctron

By Jonathan Jacobs

Norling (www. davenorllng com) he )
Conservatlon Banquet auctlon Mr. Norlmgs rods blend tradi-
nshlp and finish with a crisp, modern
v-built rod is equrpped with compo-

action. The lightweight,
nents from mdependent :
i the reeI seat hardware

hosupplled the guides.
The Cordura covered rod case, which is -embroide ed wrth the
phrase “Kinnickinnic Specral" is from Bardole USA "-z S

. This year’s auction promlses to be a steIIar one aII the . way

around. - Sporting artist Bob - Whlte of Whitefish Studio

(www.whitefishstudio. com) has donated ‘a print, as has John .

Koch of Trout Lily Studios (www.troutlillystudios.com). Artists
Jennifer Bruski : (www.turningleafstudio. com) and Sarah

An unusually fine seIectron of books W|II be avarlable this year,
primarily due to a most generous donation. from the library of

noted conservationist Al Farmes. Perhaps the most infriguing

volume is The Ghost Tree Speaks, a book of poetry published in

1964 by Richard Dorer; the Min sotaforestervresponslble for

the creation of the state forest in southea
py of Charles - thz seldom-see
Fisher's Life. There are other classic fitles from such authors as

ehert anrl R’g\l Bornm:\n AR

2Lk

Anglmg-related |tems are it nearly goes wrthout sayrng, a major
component of the atiction. . In addition to Mr. Norling’s rod, there

Mr. Farmes has also donated on of reels, led by two

reel has two-extra spools, one of which Is spooled with a WF7
floating line. There's also an interesting little Heddon copy of a
Hardy LRH Lightweight. There are reels, courtesy of Tom An-
dersen, from Scientific AngIers ¢ amsor ,

The. worId s cutest outboard motor,

rude and an electric trolllng motor w| be ava|Iable at auctron

“There's a Simms véest, an Arctic creel, and the usual rich assort-

ment of flies and fly tying 'materials. And it's still October folks.
3 ucti uld be a
Edward ‘Alwin (The hippie-
s Libby?) notes in his front

record setter. Please, ‘a
anarchist "ounterbalance fo. )i

_page article, please participate by both attendmg and contrrbutlng
o thls remarkable event.

Jonathan Jacobs is the soon tp be Editz}r‘ enierifus of RrpRap L
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Rick Remlngton is November speaker

By and adapted from the West Wisconsin Land Trust web site by
¥ Jonathan Jacobs

chk ,cmrngton Drrector of Land Programs for the West
Wisconsin Land Trust is the featured speaker at the

- Wednesday, November 2™ Kiap-TU-Wish Chapter meet-
ing. Mr. Remington joined West Wisconsin Land Trust in
September of 2002. He manages all aspects of the land
program, which includes land protection, management and
restoration of owned propertres and stewardshlp of con-
served properties. -

West Wisconsin Land Trust is a regional land trust.
Founded as the Wisconsin Farmland Conservancy in
1988, its original mission was to- promote land conserva-
tion on family farms in Wisconsin, In 1996, the organiza-
tion expanded its ‘mission to include the preservatron of
other kinds ‘of land: forests, wetlands rivers- and lake
- shores, bluffs and- prairies. It assists individual landowners
in developing protection - lans for their property, and pro-
vides technical assistance to local community groups or
smaller land trusts in completrng land protection projects.
An active member of the statewrde-’fGathenng Waters land
trust network and the national Land Trust Alliance, ‘as a
founding member of the Blufflands Alliance, the group fo-

cuses its work on the: blufﬂands reglon and the trtbutarles ,

. _,ro|x SaWyer Trem-
|scons|n “You may

son F’eptn Plerce Polk Rusk .
~pealeau . and Washburn in western |
: VISIt the|r web srte at www wwit. org

Krap—TU-Wlsh is

Hudson Dinner in our meetrng room is avatlable at6 PM -
~ and the meeting begtns at 7 PM. A map and directions to -

the Sports Club can be found: on the chapter’s web ‘site,
www Ia bcom,net/kraptuwmh/ : —_

as's | brook trout -

Pratse and Thanksgwmg

Editorial by Jonathan Jacobs

Does anyone remember the tetewslon series Northern Exposure
from - the _early 1990s? The colorful, quirky characters, the
snappy dialogue, clever plotlines and Alaskan setting made it one
of my all-time favorites. In an episode that aired in November of
one.year, Joel Fleischman, the dazzling urbanite exiled to the
remote Alaskan town of Cicely to pay ¢ off medrcal ‘school debt,

drops his hard-bitten New York City-: persona for an instant and
reveals that Thanksgiving is his favorite holiday because “anyone
can be thankful,” regardless of réligion, ethnicity or political lean-
ings. - True enough, but-I'd amend that to say that everyone
shouid be thankful. | take it for granted far too much of the time,
but I'm thankful that | live in the United States, which despite its
myriad problems and failings, is still the finest and freest country
on the planet. Among our failings is a poworful tendency to use
up our rich and abundant natural heritage in.a shamefully profii-
gate manner:  In counterpoint to that,"however, 1 am thankful that
there are folks out there like you who our willing to work so hard
on the protection and: restoration of that heritage, most particu-
larly its coldwater resaurces:

When thrngs go rlght for me, | go on vacation in the tast week of
September and close out the inland trout season in a fish-until-I-

~ drop tour of western Wisconsin, which has some of the finest
_scenery and trout streams to be found anywhere in the nation. |

did that this year and it was a great restorative. . On Saturday,

- September 24, | had the pleasure of angling with my old friend

rly on an almost eerily clear.stretch of the Rush River.
_ "You may recall hat the skies opened
up S i dumped several-inches of rain in e’
area. The trout streams near my ‘home in Hudson were blown

~out on Sunday, so | drove northeastward and fished the head-

waters of a pretty little brook: trout stream that had been spared
the deluge. ' | drove home through Glenwood City and took a
quick look at Tiffany Creek. The quick glance planted a seed- and
| swung by there again the next day. It was well into the after-
noon of a beautiful fall day by the time | arrived at the St. Croix
County : Farrgrounds through which the :creek .runs. - | cast a
Royal Coachman onto its pellucid waters -and caught in a matter

i of mlnute ‘three or four brilliantly colored native brook trout, one

of the- most beautiful animals in alf of creation. | marveled at the
bank hides, in-stream structure and miniature plunge pools that
prowded'fhomes for these wonderful char. -Ustil very recently,
this watercourse was nothing more than a tiny, boxelder-infested
diteh, However thanks to some intense efforts by the Wisconsin

‘ ,;»DNR and “the backbreaking tabor of many of you, it's now a
‘miniature. trout stream. The restoration should hold up for dec-
. ades. - To be blunt, I'd had my.doubts about this project and until

I caught that first fish, I'd been. ihinking to myself, “What kind of
goofballs put themselves through something like this?” .My an-
swer to myself: “The very best kind of goofballs, those willing to

- give of themselves for the benefit of future generations of both
~“trout_and people, your friends from Kiap-TU-Wish, whom you
,ought to be thankful to have.” | am. Happy Thanksglvmg ‘
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KIAP-TU-WISH OFFICERS:

President: Gary Horvath
(thorvat@pressenter com)
Vrce Presrdent Greg Dietl -
(Greg Dletl@ssa gov) .
Treasurer Brent Slttlow
(bsrttlow@pressenter oom)

BOARD OF. DIRECTORS

" Greg Dretl b

(Greg Dretl@ssa gov)

Kent Johnson L
(jjohnsbn@nreesenter.com)
Hap Lutter "
(Ilutter@faljoumal com)
Gary Richardson .
V(bajddog@__pressenter.cOm)
Ted Mackmiller
(nimacknii@preseenter.com)
Eric Forward ‘
(krltenc@pressenter com)
RIPRAP EDITOR

Jonathan Jac,obs v

lituriprap@hotmail.com)

715-425-8489
651-714-1525

715-386-0820

- 651-261-8277 |

651-714-1 525"

715-386-5299

7154259792
 715-248-3699
715-549-6775

| 715-425-2585 -

715-386-7822
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MEETING SCHEDULE:

NOVEMBER -2, 2005 ‘RICK REMINGTON WESTERN WIS-
CONSIN LAND TRUST

THURSDAY DECEMBER 8, 2005: HOLIDAY BANQUET AND
AUCTION - JOHN VAN VLIET, SPEAKER

'JANUARY 4, 2006: JONATHAN JACOBS ON SMALLMOUTH
BASS FISHING

FEBRUARY1 2006 BRAD BOHEN GUIDE AND AUTHOR, OF
CABIN LIFE OUTFITTERS, HAYWARD, Wl

MIARCH 1 200 6 ANNU Al. B?UﬂESSM lEETINS
r\pv :l V;ﬂlr"l(ﬂl‘n'\j’ll:‘e r:r vTiE q 3

e R

MIAY3 26 W'ISCONSSINDNR | ]

DEADLINE FOR DECEMBER RIPRAP: “FRIDAY, NOVEMBER
25 i o

CAAE QD-r 5, mm:

SUPPORT RlPRAP WITHA “SUBSCRIPTION”

If you value the newsletter and would Ilke to ensure |ts
contmued d|str|but|on in its current form, please con-
sider a tax-deductible conatron to support it. Make
your ¢ check. payable to “Klap-TU-Wrsh Trout Unlimited”
and write “RlpRap fund” on the memo line. Mail your
check to: _ ,

RlpRap Fund

.-TL!-Wlsh '!'rout Un"mlted
jip-o. Box 483

Hudson, WI 54016

Thank_ you_ for yglrr s[upgort!
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