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-~ Just before leavmg for the TU State Councll meeting in Stevens Point, I received
ation. from_ Representatlve Harsdorf that the decision on the Mounds Dam w1ll be

s wlll hkely extend the demsmn untﬂ after the November 7th electlon, a move that
d by the more ]aded among us. '

reached at 715- 386 0559

o constructmg lunker structures for the Wnllow River
B \ Race. The DNR began placement of these the week
: : 1 of September 9 Hope to see everyone at the October
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‘_Wl“l)“’ Rlver lllstory by Skip James

Since the earliest days of our chapter, the Willow River and particularly the Race Branch-
have been a constant focus of attention. Protecting and enhancing this particular trout resource has
involved our members in half-log projects, State Park seminars, special regulations bates, water

: quahty concerns, questions of access to private lands, and even the purchase of Trout Brook I [atchery by
~ one of our members, Art Kaemmer, when it was thought that commercial development of that land
would adversely affect the river and its trout. There are more records in the DNR office concerning the’
Willow. River than any other trout stream in the state. Two former FlSh Managers, Bob Hunt and Bert
Apelgren, have made careers studymg thls stream, as Marty Engel is domg now. A descrlptlon of the

' : River in 1898

: “ring a bell: Ph

“Willow R1ver is: about 40 Imles long ina dlrect line from source to the
mouth, but about 70 miles long in the windings of the stream; Willow
- River Falls is about seven miles from the mouth of the river by a direct
“line. From the early settlement of the country until 1882 logs were
- driven down the river upon freshets and by the aid of dams to St. Croix
Lake; after 1865 mllhons of feet of logs were so dr1ven each year, butf ‘
 since 1882 logs had only been driven down the stream to New =
' Richmond, 18 miles above the mouth in a direct line. In the year 1895,
.  5 000,000 feet had been dnven down- to New Rlchmond Below the' '

S , f high water, to get up the stream as
”tllS 1n an ord1nary rowboat w1thout draggmg or pushmg iton
- at an:‘ordmary =

epth was from four to twenty f1ve mches, at Kelley s Ford the river

: ,'200 feet w1de, and from etght to ten feet in- depth; wagons, bateaux,
_canoes, and rafts had been run down the river as early as 1855 to 1892

- inclusive; the state had stocked the Willow River with thousands of ‘
g vtrout durmg each of the years 1885 to 1892 1nclus1ve ” i

¥ Wlsconsm Supreme Court Proceedmgs Vol 100 p 92t 1898 Note: Perhaps the Court got it wrong m
; reporhng the state stockmg According to records I've found, about 60,000 trout a year, various
described as Brook Trout or Mountain Trout W|th occasional Rainbow Trout were stocked in the river by
-private crtlzens ere is no record of the suze of the fish, but they ob usly cameon the rallroad and
where moved to stream in milk cans on wagons pulled by horses. me of the stockers names st:!l ,
; Balsom Green Weston Jones Burkhardt, Hardl ) : : effect they were the .

first TU chapter! "
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The Paradise Flour Mill was built by Caleb Greene and Charles Cox in 1854 on the South bank

of the Willow, just downstream of the present Trout Brook Road bridge. The Paradise Flour Mill’s
wheel was turned by diverting part of the river into a smaller channel that we now call the Willow
Race. A pile of rocks was built by Mr. Green one half mile upstream. It is now known as the
‘bifurcation.” The Greene family lxved there with their son, Garry. = The mill was destroy ed in the.
great flood of 1894, caused when the Burkhardt dam went out, but a few buildings and a house remained
largely undamaged. The house had been buxlt in 1857, and was the central part of *he property when it
was bought by Fred Nord.

 Nord was a Swede who

"'g'ated to this country at the age of 24. He mamed a Snllwat°r
girl, Mary Thorene in 1899 and 1 Minnesota until 1911 when he bought the Greene’s Mill property
and took up farming next to ow River. The Nords raised eleven chxldren and were always’
gracxous to visiting flshermen and campers..

. The Nord farm was the site of erous summer cottages built along the river b} Hudson and St.

: Paul residents. Most of these cottages
were without electricity or telephone,
and their water came from nearby
sprmgs Some families’ hved in tent
camps for the Summer. Mr. Nord
welcomed these people to his property,
and charged them $10. rent for the

“season. The house was most recently
remodeled by Nord’s grandson Anton
'Rude and hns 'xfe Marie, and bits of -

- new: re found in the walls,

probably for insulation. The silo built

by Fred Nord still stands on the banks of
the Willow Race. He dled in 1858 at

the age of 93. N .

Christian Burkhardt (1834—1931) came
to America from Germany in 1854 and

r to sluice logs was modlfled to run hxs mlll with the
in lumber in the Spring.
. and traveled back to eGermany to study power generahon

1u87~..but the second is stxll standmg upstream a short drstance from the foundation of the ﬁrst The o
Burkhardt Mxllmg and Electric Power Company supplied electricity to Hudson beginning in 1893, and
was later incorporated. in 1922 as the Willow River Power Company, w1th Burkhardt s son in law,
Alfred R. Schultz as pr

uld fondly remember the name of Frank Wade who was a logger and trout
the 1890's. A | group of wealthy businessmen from St. Paul, led my H.T.
Drake, boug o hun acres of land on both sides of the Willow between the Little Falls and
Willow Falls Dams from Burkhardt in -1895 as a private fishing club. They built fences and hired a
groundskeeper with orders to keep the locals out. Frank Wade got himself arrested for- trespass, and for
: catchmg fish on their property In a long legal battle that was decided by the Supreme Court, Wade
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won the right to flsh and boat on ‘navigable’ water.

“Has the plamtlff as riparian owner, the exclusive rlght to take fish
from the river? The plaintiff certainly has no property in the partlcles
of water ﬂowmg in the stream, any more than it has in the air that
floats over its land. So the fish in the stream were not the property of
the plaintiff and more than the birds that flew over the land. We must
hold that the Willow River was a pubhc, nav1gable stream, and the
- defendant was not guilty of trespass by gomg upon it, as he did, catchmg .
the fish in questlon nE

The two largest floods on the
lelow were in 1894 and 1937. The first |
flood destroyed Green's Paradise F 5
Mill, but the second took out the rail

trestle over Mallilieu, destroyed the *
iver Power company plant at the
and witnesses say that the river -

goc
place un 11'1956 From that date to the present o1
Race. -« -~

"Garﬁe warden ‘Corky Hope last Frlday superv1sed the plantmg of 1600
legal size brown trout in the Willow River j
‘will be re ) '

z Supreme Court Proceequs January 1898 i ;
* Burkholder and Dahlby, The VVI"OW River , Hudson Star Observer 1976
4 Hudson Star Observer March 4,1 937
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- The following graph shows the
- number of fish stocked in the Race
’ Branch from 1954-80. Each division on
the ‘x’ axis stands for four years. The
_ reason for the much larger numbers of |
~fish stocked from 1959 on was that they | .
- 'were fingerling browns, not
_brook trout. Again in 1976, th
of stocked fish were
s1gmf1cantly, in order to study vhether- |
catch and release management would be
- effective in maintaining fish stocks.
" Robert Hunt's five year study of the < '
erlow Race was state of the art at’ the t1me and strll 18 one of the fmest populatlon studres
ever carned out in the Iustory of flSh management
* Special regulatlons were instituted on the Race Branch in 1977 and again modified in 1990.
= allowed baggmg only one large trout. The results of this management technique can be seen in the next
1 esen lqng surveys and estimates of population from 1976 to 1994. 1It's
) nts of those who remember the great ﬁshmg of the seventies and
chmng ﬁsh popu]atron estunates Some of the reason for the huge loss

- temperature spike caused by improper
| management of the Little Falls Dam.
“}The: electoshockmg results seem: to show.
the loss of an entire year class of trout.
Management of the various

dams on the Willow River have caused
: drsagreements between DNR, State Park
staff, TU, and townsfolk. Should the

- | dams be removed and how would that
affect the flshery,v should they be
i bottom draw dams, what about silt
- burldup behind-them, should the gates

| be repaired? All of these questlono nced
1 to be answered, various agendas
considered, and a master plan set forth.
| A study prepared by Fish Managerv :
| Marty Engel in 1994 reviews the history -
—d and potentral value of the Willow
Rlver as a trout resource but states that

' "No spec1f1c plans for flSh management exrst today. Trout qtockmg has :

_proven to be successful on the Lower Willow River (Little Falls Dam to

" Lake Mallalieu) and will continue at a rate of 10, 500 fall fmgerhmr '
brown trout per year. If pubhc access is. lost stockmg in that area would
be dlscontumed”5 : :

| »> ~ ®Unpublished V\ﬁuowRlvérFeasmmtyStudy- Fisheries Management Trout Brook Proposal WP51

_in 11992 may be attributed to a o
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The World’s Tillif‘it Tailwater

Most places, it's only
fifteen feet wide, but Rapid Creek
holds big trout. In downtown
Rapid City, through wh e
stream runs in a greenway, a
youngster hauled out a tw
four pound brown this Spring! .
And up below Pactola. Dam,
where the water runs clear and 4
degrees cold all year round, t
Baetis and Midge hatches are
predictable as clockwork. . So

Dakota has created a catch and
release area encompassing two
miles of exquisite water below the
afterbay, water: full
_Ranunculus, undercut ba'
sparklmg riffles, and deep P,
- This is the '
l1ghtwe1ght

t hcense'c 'sts only $14, and a one-day p
“trout, and since this tiniest tailwater is always clear and cold the
! ugust :pt that there are no hoppers of course. . ‘There is other
v : g lakes Speartish Creek up near Lead, and numerous brook rout rivulets.
When it gets too hot or cold 1n the vupper mldwest con51der a tnp to the ‘Miami of the North’ and san le beautlful "

' Skip s Loose Tll ds: Mldge Clusters : Paul D“bas’ l\ﬁdge\Cluster :

~ In Augtist, 1 was faced. with the problem of . 'H°°k Tiemco 100, size 18 :

imitating a midge hatch on the Yellowstone near Point of Thread: Black 8/0

Rocks that both trout and whitefish were feeding on Wing: | Black P olyarn, mnnnted in the center of
voraciously. To imitate a single insect would be : ank,
impossible, but a cluster worked The black wing
‘made the fly visible against th, glare of the sun. The -
fish tended to prefer the clusters too.




“The Natural Resources Board, at their May
meeting in Sturgeon Bay, approved an early trout
season beginning in 1997. The early season will open
March, 1, 1997 until the first Saturday in May, and
will continue for three years through 1999. It would
have to be approved again in 1999 to contmu_ o 2000
and beyond. Fishing during the early\
catch and release with artificial lur _
hooks. It includes all inland strea ms excludmg
lakes, spring ponds, and Great Lake tributaries. Also

excluded are three sensitive waters that were,

nominated for exclusion by fish 1 managers in January
- 1996, The three waters are the West Branch of the
White River in Waushara County, the category 5
sections
the White
Bayfield

ver upstream from Pikes Bridge in
. _The rule is currently awaiting
».eW (Consematzon Chromcle, Iuly 9,

1996) | S
: on groups seem to be of two mmds

ooperatlve ventures in habitat
ap-TU—Wlsh's board of d1rectors,
bershxp s v1ews

favorite
- previous

' Tomorrow River in Portage County, and

w1ll not advocate ~

Early ’h'out Seascm Eontroversy l)lvulw Even TU!

several weeks in the Sprmg Pennsylvama fish managers

can close a stream‘because of reduced flows, high water

temperatures because of problems of flooding or anchor
ice buildup. states  have both high quality trout
streams and a ) ,_,ndustry related to fly
fishing.

re in. these states tends to
s of the year, articles in .
~delights of Winter ﬂshmg

s hatches all year long on fertile
esotans and Coloradans have
ishing for trout for several years. The
South Platte at Deckers is full of fly fishers on any warm
(above freezmg) Winter day ‘In Minnesota, the
Whitewater River provrdes good sport during January

thaws There appears to be lrttle damage done to habltat

Although

There are mid|
spring creek
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S ' Improves
Willow Blvel' o
Trout ﬂalpitai

, iap-TU -Wish has spent many hours and dollars in
its continuing stewardshxp of the Willow River Race. In the
early days of the ch pter, under the direction of Roger
" Fairbanks, C}‘uck‘qo ssen anf‘ o'her half logs were
. anchored ‘in the bottom of ‘the race to he P stab:hze bank
cover, Many members helped install the half logs, under the
" supervision of DNR personnel, calls for volunteers and
financial support to fund this ect fcrm a large part of
chapter minutes from the earliest year= :
B Each Fall, Chuck and a group of TU’ers stock the
~Willow with fmﬂerl'ng trout, -walking down the river and
scooping baby fish from the ‘Fairbanl ~s Tro"t Stocker’, a
- device whxf'h looks hke a etretcher with lau \dry baslfets

habltat-' On n;,t lled, the machme Wﬂl
‘be debriefed with a laptop computer at
regular intervals. The data will be shared
with the DNR, and might contam clues as
o why the river seems to have fallen on
hard times, or whether the draw from the
Little Falls dam needs modification to
prov1de cooler water downstream. This
as well as the lunker structure project
which took place on Sept 7, (see Nov.
issue ) were funded in part by a bequest of I B R
the late Dr. Ivan Schloff, whose love for The ~cunstederton: erov: il Hintomn,
the river and its trout knew no b,Ol.lI‘u,{S. Vern Alberts, Chuek Goossen '
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: "Goddamn it! I forgot the knife,” he said. We -
were all’ the way out to Martell.
- “We don’t necd to cat them,” Isaid:
- “That’s why we're going there, isn 't i Brookies
on a stick! I've got salt in my vestand everything.”

. “That’s you. It's not my deal. I don’t care i Tkill

1" We crossed the bridge over the Rush. ”Nobody s .
. flshmg Martell,” 1 said.
“We're going to Marable Creek. we'll get a knife
somewhere
v Isank down in the seat and leaned agalnst the
door. It’s Sunday morning. I'm hungry, feel likea
hostage. He found a Kamp King at a gas station in Spring
Valley. He woke me up when he opened the car door.
~ “There'sa thermos of coffee under your seat,” he
said. S 5
“I'm too tired to drink it,” I Sald :
I sat up when I felt the turn. The road wound
around the hills. The trees in the valley had gone scarlet
and gold; purple sumac lined the road. Marable Creek
an through a valley between wooded hills that -
; : of Pennsylvania than Wisconsin. -
; 0 cars parked along the creek. We pulled
over beside a dry irrigation ditch that cut across a
pasture. We didn’t bother with boots; we just rigged up
the rods. He had’a_ canvas creel. Iputa fly box in my
shirt pocket and left my vest behind. :
"You stlll want to eat them7” I asked

f,luva mood i I sald ”You ve been
ouple of weeks, now.”

;v”Yo rea har, he sald ~ ’ '
stopped walkmg - ”What did you say7”

“Tmoa flsherman, ain't 7 He looked at me.
“1 tried callmg you at Meyers.”

“Ye ; they told me.” Istarted walklng
- “C’mon, Isald He didn’t move.

scar of the ditch across the ﬁeld to the
es were in the air, setthng on the ground

_ dchmg I put on a Royal Coachman and took two trout
in two casts. Both of them males in spawning color.
: “This'll be quick,” I said, holding the second fish.

- I stuck my thumb in its mouth and bent back its head did '

asked.

the same with the other one, then stuffed them into his
creel. He didn't catch any in that pool. But he’ caught

two in the riffle ahead.

I cleaned the fich while he gathered sticks. I

_threw the guts in the water, ‘watching them sink onto the

stream bed of sunken leaves. 1saw myself in the
reflection of water. “Get a job,” Isaid to myself

He came back with the sticks. I gathered some
leaves and made a pile of them. He stacked some twigs,
then lighted a match.

“1 thmk I want that coffee now,” I said

“Too late,” he said. “Get it afterward.”

"Keep the ﬁre golng,” I said. “It'll only take a

- few minutes.”

IINO ” . E
”Son—of~a—b1tch"’ 1 shouted ”What re you.,.my

~ mother?” I turned away and began walking back to the

car. Itook the thermos from under the seat and poured a
cup into the cap. Lookmg back across the pasture I saw
the light of his ﬁre I planned to sock him when I
returned. ‘
AVolvo drove up and stopped. Two guys in
matching vests. “Any ﬁsh in that creek”’ the driver -

“No, “1 said. "None, We're just catehng some
minnows for up north. You won't tell anyone, will...”
_ ”Oh no. Don’t worry about it,” he said.
BN ”Thanks ” Isaid. “There's regulahons, you

et _,know * He was squattmg at the ﬁre, roastmg a trout ona
~stick. - : ‘

”Get up,’ I sa1d He dldn t say anythmg He

reached down and offered up a stick.

“T hey re done when the eyes pop.” he sald

“Get up,” I said.

“Eat first,” he said, strll oftermg the stlck

I took the stick and stuck it down his throat. T
hunkered down and roasted him. When the eyes popped

*whiteI slid him off the stick, smoklng He handed me
- the salt shaker. ‘ v

”Well”’ he asl(ed as I chew ed.
_“It's...real good!” I said.
I had another; .80 did he. We caught two more in

: 3the pool be31de the ﬁre and roasted them too.: The
~ weather held. We hshed the rest of the day, lettmg all
. of them go. We must've caught thlrty aplece all ona
: Royal Coachman

~ Evening came early now. Wlth the approach of

dark came the serious autumn cool. Back at the car we
_broke down our tackle. 1was cold; part. of me wanted to
leave. But we didn’t Somethlng made us stay.’ Maybe
* because it was the end of the season. Maybe we felt that

something should last.. We made jokes regardmg the

- quality of each other’s «casting. e opened the trunk and.

brought out a cooler, produced twol sof Plg’ s Eye.
We drank them. ’
- Inthe dlstance you could hear geese

- We didn’t | eave until v_\:w\as all the way dark...

. Mpr. Stieger isa must_,q;a,n,_ uzrt_ter,. and fly ﬁsher from South St. Paul
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