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l)elmto Olverv the Fate of Mﬂllllds Dam

The mood was tense as people gathered at the St. Croix County Govemment Center on the eve mg of ]uly 30 for
a hearing before a committee of the State Building Commission. The agenda: to gather public opinion as to ‘whether to
remove or repair the Mounds Dam in Willow River State Park. This second meeting (the first was at Willow River
State Park in April), was to quell the outcry of those who felt that the pubhc notice of the first meeting had been
suspiciously hasty and insufficient. Charges of “secret negotiations” and “TU, DNR collusion” were heard. Extra
chairs were brought to hold the overflow crowd, and yet there were many standing at the back of the room and out in

the hall.

The meeting was called to order by the chairperson of the Admmlstratwe Affa1rs Subcommrttee of the State of
Wisconsin Building Commission, Senator Carol Buettner. With the help of an aide from the Governor’s office, she
distributed slips of paper to all those in attendance, collecting the names, addresses and positions of those who were
there, and 1dent1fy1.ng those who wished to testify. Representative Sheila Harsdorf was in attendance, as well as a
member of Senator Alice Clauseng’s staff. Ron Raymond, of the St. Croix County Board of Superwsors and James
Johnson, candidate for the Democrat1c nomination for state representative were also present Many members of Kiap-

TU-Wish Chapter showed up to ce their suppo for removal of the dam.

the procedure necessary to shore up the
em after feasibility studies had indicated a
m would restore over two m1les of stream bed
m to bemg a cold water f1shery The

‘The DNR estimates that the cost of removal would be cons1derably less than reparr a one- -time expense that would
eliminate future maintenance and inevitable removal at some point in the future. -

‘ Some local residents spoke fervently of many pleasant experiences around the present nnpoundment family
fishing, swimming, hiking, and pleaded with the commission to repair the dam. One elderly man, with tears in his -
eyes, described the Spring crappie run, the lanterns hangmg in the evening from the Rattle Bridge, the- shouts of
children. A woman told of taking her children swimming near the dam, watching eagles overhead. She thinks of the
pond as a ”blessmg, in her quest to provide wholesome activities for her family. Rev. Arne Waznik, in a wheelchair £ %
‘and Wisconsin Badger’s cap, testified that the lake was one of only a few fis ing places in the county accessible to bank
ﬁshmg, and that he had- taught two generations of his farruly to ‘bobber fish’ there. Another woman spoke of famrly
_picnics in the qu1et beauty of the glen below the dam, “one of the most beautiful wild places on earth!” she said.’




orps of Englneers to tame the Eau Galle with a dam, the cost overruns, the_floods, and the terrible fishing that
d He also spoke of the many h1dde costs of maintaining dams, and the rush of corporate Amer1ca to divest

mamten 1 ce on a structure that 18
peakers were equally d1v1ded on the issue. Of the people present about two th1rds were for removal and

nst. One man submitted a petltlon with over fifty signatures he had collected in favor of repairing the
re well represented among. the crowd and John ]acobs pomtedly asked the chalrperson what

made far away in Madlson, but they should feel secure in the k owledge that thelr vbiceshave been heard; L




'I‘loods ])amage Montana

The 13th of ]uly was a lucky day for those who
showed up at the flyshop on Saturday morning; Retired
owners Bob and Jean Mitchell were in town to attend the Valley, v ’Ha1r s and DePuy s
weddmg of therr granddaughter Marm, and couldn t came, the’ springs whrch nourlsh {
dlrectly into the river, creatin she

sprmgs to new b_ d:
separated from ith .as mu

|

ould kill the water
result of the flooding is
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bottom, and both Bob and George think that it will
provide better holdmg water for trout than ever before.
Most of the fish wound up in the pond in front of the
DePuy house, and ‘as the water levels go down, and the
streams clear they will move back into the upper :
channels. :
: »Nelson s spring creek, off East River Road on
the opposite side of the Yellowstone was not affected
by the floods. George wondered pr ately last year
how the Nelsons Would fare this se they

for those v _hke to catch alot of pan 51zed

cutthroats, and smaller creeks less well known. In all

11kehhood,~ the DePuy s and O’Hair’s water will

bounce. back from this bit of stress better than ever, and
e sport to v151tmg anglers for years to come.

d from an e-maﬂ message from George

Sklp S Loose Threads

by Skip ]ames

Terrestnals tempt the palates of late season
trout As the number of hatches diminishes, and the size
of the md1vrdual msects gets smaller and smaller, 1t 1s

| reSults Brown trout espeaally are fond of
E nk_s where they can lle in the shade :

ant umtatxons are made of fur, in size 16 and 18. Of -
course. there are foam imitations as well, complete with

rubber legs. They ride close in the film, so a bit of

- fluorescent yarn on top makes it easier to see them on the

water. Beetles are available commercially only in basic
black, either made from deer hair ala Ed Scherik, or out
of closed cell foam. - If you make your own, considervu,smg
black, short crystal chenille as an underbody. It hasa
wonderful, buggy glint to it. One of the problems with
tying beetles from deer hair is that they’re not very
durable. One fish’s teeth can make the fly look like it
stuck its finger in a electrical socket! Instead of deer
hair, try black Swiss Straw. It ties in just the same, and
even has the same linear striations as a deer hair back.
Youw'll have to add a few deer hair legs up front, though.
There are many'fme cricket patterns, usually tied on long
‘with a black dyed goose quill segment for
inderbody of black fur, and a muddler like
hair, with many strands allowed to
er the back and sides to represent legs.
Hoppers are tied the same way, in many colors and sizes,
and in lots of variations. One of my favorite patterns is
Bob Mltchell’s orlgmal I Olly Green Giant, whose

deer ha‘ir tied uerg short
g een_yarn(poly|fyou can

profile.
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"l‘he St. me\ County
‘Planning aml Zoning
| Projectacn..

issued a summary report on cmzen attxtudes
towards development in the county. This
survey of almost 1400 residents and property -
_owners will be used by plannersin makmg
land use demsmns ‘

Changing land use is perhéps
the greatest threat to our
local streams.

Cdpi’és of the report are ,aﬂféilable from:
Ellen Denzer

st. Croix County PlanrungDepartment
715-386-4673

or
~Jill Janke
St. Croix County UW-Extension,
715-684-3301 or 715-425-4080.
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