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J anuary meetmg features Duke
Welter on the Trout Unlimited
Driftless Area Restoratlon Effort

By Jonathan Jacobs

The amazrngly energetic Duke Welter is a good friend of
Kiap-TU-Wish and many of its members. An ‘Ojibleau TU
member, TU Natlonal vice president, stream |mprovement
worker, avid angler ‘and Wisconsin Department of Natural
resources board member who somehow fits a law practrce :
into-his schedule;: he is spearheading an ambitious ‘effort
to' coordinate a- reglonal project to further recognize ‘and
restore the abundant and high quallty coldwater resource
of the Drrftless Area. The Executlve Summary of TU-

“underlain: by altematrng layers of sandstone and lrmestone
Abundant cold springs emerge from this ancient bedrock fonnrng
in.excess of 600 streans that interiace the landscape with more

- than 3,000 miles of tributaries that ultlmately flow into the Missis-

- sippi Rrver Though still bearing some scars from past damaging

. Jland use, the 13, 000 square_mile. fegion. has abundant free-

~ flowing cold water. . In many piaces those streams support healthy _

populations of native brook trout and wild brown trnut Unlrkev
th

acrd rain or _mining runoff the antless Area has a potentrally
"Area is already regronally important,
and with addrtronal concerted conservation attention couid be-
come a natlonally sngmﬁcant coldwater resource ' el

regic restoration adiv-
o rshed resources and
~+ protect the Dnﬂless Area for those ‘who- wrll,’enjoy |t in comrng e

' 5;igenerat|ons ' / : RS

Mr Welter is pourrng a tremendous amount of personal
effort into this bold initiative. * Piease offer him your support
by coming to learn more about it-on Wednesday, January
5 at Bob Smith’s Sports Club, 601 2™ Street, Hudson.
Dinner will be available from 6 PM and the meeting will
begin at 7 PM
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Contem-places

The dog that barked in the day

By James R. Humphrey .

Many years ago, Dick Frantes, the Acerbic Angler, and 1
would make an early season pilgrimage to the upper
reaches of the Big Green to fish the pastures down the hill
from the Fennimore Hills Motel. We would also fish Castle
Rock at County Q, and -end the expedition at the DNR lot
on the Blue River. Most times at the Blue a black Lab
would h|gh-tarl from the farm on the hill to share our sand-
wiches. He was a frrendly chap, and we began to listen for
his woof when he letus khow he was on his way '

: Years |ater the Iady on the }hrll w_rote that_ our beggar pal

More years Iater with a dtfferent cast of characters and a
sausage in my hand, | heard a strangely indefinable and
distant bark. | assumed that the farm had acquired a new
dog .and that he :was on his way, but no dog appeared.
And so our conversatron continued: until I 'turned suddenly
(Yes suddenly) to face the manifestation of a bIack cat's
eyes fixed on the sausage. 1 asked, but no one had seen
the cat arrive. Transmogrrfrcatton? You teII me The cat
wrsely sard nothlng ‘ :

Jim Humphrey is the co-author of aneso‘ ,I artd Wrsczmsm Trout Slreams He
lives in Oak Park Herghts MN and isa featured contrtbutor fo RrpRap )

Banquct a succcss

ByJonathan Jacobs .

[\Jrnety or $6 Tolks ga' fered at Tartan Park on‘December 2

natural and human hlstory of the. area. and of course -'.,

about the exceIIent anglrng opportunttles avarIabIe there

Chapter
Goossen with the chapters Trout Conservationist of the
Year award to standing applause from the audience.

Martha Roth held the wrnnlng ticket for the door prize, an
original palntrng of a brown trout by Hudson artist Farrah
Lemmon. .

presrdent Gary Horvath presented Chuck

The chapter’s drift boat, a recently completed craft des-
tined to be auctioned or raffled in a fund raising effort, was

on display under on the clubhouse -portico. It sat on a¢
trailer donated by Ted Mackmiller- and reworked by the %=
craftsmen at Randy lten Chevrolet il Hudson. The crew
that worked on the boal ere in’ attendance
that night, appreciated-; ive ‘comments the
boat eltctted

The eventng was a sterltng success in the fundraising
area, with net income from all sources of revenue com-
brned exceeding four thousand doIIars .

The board, officers and banquet commlttee wrsh to thank
the following donors (Business donors. names appear in
boId type) for the|r generous support of thts event a

& "-Vern Alberts
’"fDave BaIIman

Vlrgmla Adams

Steve Carlton - .
The Cellars: Wines & Splrlts
Mtke Colling a
Greg Dietl _ From the Heart Gifts

' ome Furnishings

Dave Grlbratth

H & F Home Furnlshlngs R
Jim Humphrey .~ - Jonathan Jacobs )
Jay Johnson, Just For_Me Spa R

Keep in Touch Spa/iiassage .
Andy Lamberson

Farrah Lemmon

Corey Mairs
Metz

Rio

Sage
Simms
Jack Storer '
Bob Trevrs

K-TU coin iments on River Falls plan
Chapter secretary-. treasurer Brent Srttlow presented thts
position paper to the R|ver Falls City Councﬂ on December
14.

Mayor, Council Mernbers and Citizens,

Thank you for allowmg our chaper, to comment on the River Falls Comprehen-
sive Plan at this Public Hearing. -Comprehensive Plans for municipalities, like
the City of River Falls, are required by law in the state of Wisconsin: But more
important than just meeting the “smart growth law" requirement “on paper”, our
Comprehensive Plans should be the guiding documents and visions for the
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future of alf munrcrpalrtres This is particularly true for municipalities feeling the
weight of development pressures like River Falls In the introduction of chapter

72 1, the city's draft document claims:

7 “This Plan represents the goals and desires of the communrty as a whole and
should be recognrzed as the Crty ] foremost publrc statement about the future of
the Crty 0

After readtng and studyrng thrs plan specifi cally the Chapter's titled Infrastruc-
ture (Chapter7) and Natural Resources (chapter 8); all of the key environmental
buzzwords ‘and general concepts are covered. We are encouraged that the
City Staff and elected officials have invested more time and energy into our
concems. In many ways it shows in this document and in other projects and
~ ordinances we've worked on with you. We've come a long way.

However, it is.the opinion of our chapter, that there is very little “vision, and
desired future conditions” stated in this draft document for the outstanding cold
water resources in and around River Falls. The only real data and inventory
work done for chapter 8 was making a couple of flood. plain dnd bluff maps; and
pasting in a list of some endangered or threatened species (many of which are
not even relevant to Rtver Falls.)..The pIan could do much better by focusing on

; invertebrat ;

Threatened Spectes
document our resou _ _
based on current dat; and con ions, the plan could list the desired states for
these indicators 20 or 30 | years from ‘iow. The plan should also list the key
factors that could influence the desired states for these tndrcators, and what the
Clty cando about them

Let me explarn the Iast paragraph by potntrng out some deficiendies in the daft

document; and by offenng up some real concrete and solid visions and desired
future condttron hat:our chapter -and: the crtrzens of River: Falls, shole stand '

Impervious surfaces Chapter7(|nfrastructure) and Chapter8 (Natural
Resource) of the draft document does recognize the impacts of impervi-
ous surfaces on cold water resources. The document and planners
should be commended for recognrzrng the. impacts of imperviousness.
' However there is little background given on the current amount of i rmper—

E vrousness wrthln inthe city and watershed, and what amount of impervi-

ousness Is prOjected info.the future for 50,000 people. Our chapter stands
. by the fact that once'a watershed of a cold: water resource exceeds 10-
15%i
* crucial’
goals
Where those goals cannot be reached then a scaleof | mttrga p
needs to be implemented to offset tmpervrousness excesses. (such as

efc.) -

2) -Resbiircé Protection Areas and Serisitive Resource Areds: Chapter 8,

section3, describes what these areas‘are, and maps them.  These aréas
inclide wetlands, fiparian corridors, bluffs, flood zones, etc. But then at

the end of chapter 8, the only implémenting ‘policy listed-is to develop

. some kind of bluff ordinance. No implementing policies are given for wet-
lands, river corridors, or the Kinnickinnic River in this section.” We think
that the draft document could do better, by including wetlands and nver
comdors in the |mplement|ng poltcy section of this chapter.

3) mpoundments Are the two |mpoundments in the ctty, a community

asset, or are they detrimental to the natural resources of the City? This

Tain gardensL ram barrels mt”tltratton areas pervrous pavers or concrete

“raising work they've done in past years.

draft either purposely ignores the rmpoundments or SImply/forgets about
them in Chapter 8. Certainly the status of the impoundments and the fu-
. ture of the impoundments are on the City's horizon. - What is the vision for

the two impoundments? Our chapter has a vision with what should be

done-with the impoundments. Certainly a lot-of cold water river.restoration
and enhancements could be done in.downtown River Falls if we didn't
have the impoundments. - Imagine the regional fishing and natural re-
solirce attraction to DOWNTOWN River Falls, if we didn't have the im-
poundments. ‘The River Falls Chamber of Commerce should be saltvatlng
at the prospects of such an attraction in the downtown Marn_ S eet district.

Chapter5 (Character) refers to a “Waterfront District" and “Riverfront Alley -
district.” Should those districts be on a free flowing, cascading waterfront
with bountiful recreational opportunlttes or should we settle for a eutrophtc
impoundment? At the very minimum, there should be some discussion
regarding the current state of the impoundments in this draft: document,
and an implementing policy that tasks the clty coundl to analyze the future
alternatives of the rmpoundments

takeholders f this project: sh0uld “bé’ comm thieir ‘prc
aftitude for attempting to fix an ongaing problem with our resource. A |
‘hard work is bringing valuable data and potential solutions to the table,
- Our Chapter looks forward to the outcome of the study phase in '2005.
.~ The stakeholders -of this process have recognrzed ‘and inventoried ap-
proxrmately 24 storm Water sewer sheds that shoot polluted storm water
directly to the Kinnickinnic River from the downtown areas, and are seek-
ing solutions to the problem. We believe that the Comprehenslve Plan
should also. include this type of information, so that the City has it perma-
nently documented as ari jssue for future Ctty Council's and Staff to work
- from. . Again, mere time and attention to detalls written into Chapter 8
" would takecare of thrs deﬁctency in the Comprehensrve Plan,

. These are just four of many more issues in and around River ratls that affect
our cold water resource. These particular issues, and others, are only men-

tioned in basic generalities, if not fully’ ignored, by the current Comprehensive

Draft. We believe that more data, more detall, more vision, and - re em-
phasis on the desired future state of our cold water résources shou be part
of this Comprehensive Plan. By passing this plan as currently written, we feel
that the City Council would be voting for the normal status quo, which ulttmately
would be‘a slrppery slope of degradation of our resources as we move towards
50,000 people in qur urban area, The nationally: heralded Krnnrckrnnrc River,

Ri

résouirce issues, -Ouir chapter, : o’
be'a pait of that Vision, and-exter i hCrty Staff at butldtngf
a more vrsronary Comprehensrve Plan wrth regards to our cold water resources

TCTU resurgent

By Jonathan Jacobs

‘The Twin Cities Chapter of Trout unlimited is making a

renewed organizational effort to supplement the fine fund-
For more infor-
mation, visit the chapter's new web site at: ' :
www.twincitiestu.org

"K-TU looks forward to further cooperative ventures be-

tween the two chapters.
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MEETING SCHEDULE:

i — JANUARY 5: DUKE WELTER ON THE TU DRIFTLESS
KIAP-TU-WISH OFFICERS: - | |AREA RESTORATION EFFORT
President: Gary Horvath 715-425-8489 FEBRUARY 2: TBA
(gmhorvat@pressanter.com) - | |MARCH2: ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Vice President: Greg Dief ~ 651-714-1525 APRIL 6: DRY FLY DICK FRANTES FLY TIERS
(GregDiol@ssagoy) L ‘MAY5 WISCONSINDNR
SecyIT reasurer: Brent S|ttlow ' 715-386-0820 ; -
(bslttlow@pressenter com) ' g ' ‘i* o ERRE i T 1.3 P49 on
BOARD QF DIRECTORS ggcg%ms PR FEBRUARY RIPRAP FRIDAY, JANU‘ j
Coréy Mairs™ 777 715-24628“3’ e

corey@hotmall oom)

Greg .Ietl BN SR 651'714"1 928 s CHAPTER COMMITTEES ONGOING PROJECTS AND CON-
(Greg Dieti@ssa. 9°v) | . e TACTS: . ,
Kent Johnson : : - 715-386-5299 Kln‘nlcklnnfé MOnider'irig“Kéyﬁt thhson Prbject'Loader
(uohnson@pressenter com) : S
Hap Lutter 5 - 7115_425_97? 92 :' WI“OW Rlver Monltonng Chuck Goossen Project Leader
(Ilutter@fauournal com) R , Fundralsmg Commlttee Corey Malrs Chair.
Bill Lovegren = ' 651-645-0565 | | Publications: Jonathan Jacobs, Editor. -
(blll lovegren@co hennepm mn.us) , Progfam Committee: VACANT
Ted Mackmiller 715-549-6775 . Y ) _ N
(i:'*q,ma’t_:k'm i @pfeSsenter.com) | | Equcatlon Comm,lttee: Michael Alwin, Chair
Eric Forward , 7154252588 | |HabitatCommittee: Greg Dietl, Chair
(kriteric@ameritech.net) A Website: Andy Lamberson, Webmaster
RIPRAP EDITOR: - : o o ; ' . A

RAF EDY 0' - : o e River Restoration Committee: Ted Mackmiller, Chair
Jonathan Jacobs 715-386-7822 - o - '
| (‘tﬁrlbrap@hotmail.com) . Chapter membership development.v VACANT
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